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FRONT COVER 

Top, unidentified Albatros 
D.III of Jasta 6, circa 1917 in 
standard finish with no 
evidence of the wing or tail 
striping associated with this 
unit. Wings and tailplane are 
probably camouflaged in 
red-brown, light and dark 
green with pale (sky) blue 
under surfaces. Fuselage 
marking in black and white 
— see page 16. 


Centre, Fokker Dr.l 454/17 
(w/n 2079) flown by Ltn. 
Lothar von Richthofen, CO 
of Jasta 11, March 1917. The 
aeroplane is in standard 
Fokker olive/turquoise 
finish with the unit’s red 
colour applied to cowling, 
struts and wheel covers. 
The upper surface of the top 
wing, tailplane, rudder and 
rear fuselage were 
overpainted in pale yellow — 
a reference to Lothar’s 
previous service with the 
Dragoner-Regiment von 
Bredow Nr.4. The original 
filling-in of the fuselage and 
upper wing cross fields with 
olive still showed under the 
thin yellow underpainting — 
see page 52. 


Foot, Fokker D.VII (serial 
unknown) flown by Ltn. 
Ernst Udet, CO of Jasta 4, 
June 1918. One of Udet’s 
first D.VIls this is an early 
Fokker-built example and at 
one stage was strikingly 
finished in red with lower 
wings retaining their 
original four-colour printed 
fabric. The tailplane is 
marked with a white 
chevron and the upper wing 
is painted in red (or black?) 
and white stripes in a style 
similar to Kirchstein’s Jasta 
6 Dr.I which Udet also flew — 
see page 14. 
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von Richthofews 
lying Civens 


his book initiates a series of special 
Ten from Albatros which 

specifically covers colours and markings 
of World War One aeroplanes rather than 
placing the emphasis on technical data and 
scale plans which distinguish our other titles. 
That there is a demand for such colour material 
is demonstrated by the growing worldwide 
interest in WWI aeroplane modelling of all 
kinds, an interest which continually demands 
hard information. 

That this book will prove popular we have no 
doubt. German WWI fighter pilots have 
enormous appeal especially those leading 
lights such as the von Richthofen brothers, Voss, 
Udet and others, so no apologies are offered 
for selecting the four units that comprised JGI, 
‘von Richthofen’s Flying Circus’, for our first 
Fabric volume. Such treatment of these units 
has rarely been found between the covers of a 
single volume, nor so many colour schemes for 
their aeroplanes collectively offered. 

Experience has shown that the topic of WWI 


German aeroplane colours arouses intense 
passion amongst a large number of authors 
and collectors worldwide — no doubt there will 
be a lively response to this book. Neither 
author nor artist are rash enough nor fool 
enough to claim infallibility but they have 
studied scores of photos with some care, and 
consulted several knowledgeable historians 
and their research notes, before finalising the 
colour and monochrome profiles that appear 
throughout the following pages. Naturally 
corrrections for future editions are always 
welcome if backed up by reliable documentary 
evidence; unsupported guesswork however is 
perhaps best left in abeyance . . . 

There will always be ‘grey’ areas open to 
debate and we make no firm conclusions on 
certain subjects, neither have we made 
extensive use of Methuen notations. We 
realise many readers require such references 
but they are only really valid when compared 
to surviving fabric, relatively few examples of 
which can be tied to a specific airframe or 
photo, thus Methuen must serve as a general 
guide only. 

Interpretation of photos, especially copies (or 
copies of copies) is fraught with difficulty. There 
are several factors to consider: lighting, 
highlighting, exposure, variables in printing and 
developing, types of film — all provide pitfalls 
for the serious student. It is imprudent therefore, 
to be pedantic when assigning colours to 
monochrome photos, let alone specify 
Methuen or FS codes on the strength of them. 
As a final word of caution, it should be 
remembered that in front-line service 
aeroplane finishes were rarely finite, combat 
circumstances, official decrees, unit strictures, 
and personal tastes could frequently change 
the colours and markings of an aeroplane, 
literally overnight. 

With these caveats in mind, we now present 
this book, the first of an ongoing series and one 
that we hope will be of value to all those who 
model WWI aeroplanes whether their interests 
are in producing static, flying or even full-scale 
replicas. 

R Rimell, December 1994. 


Dedication 
We would like to dedicate this book to Heinz 
J Nowarra, one of the pioneers of German 


WWI aviation history and author of that 
venerable classic Eisernes Kreuz und 
Balkenkreuz. 
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a delared 


ontred von Richthoter 


idy merely presents some 


RFC first bestowed the ‘circus’ sobriquet on his | documentation of the colour schemes of the 
Jogdstattel \translated literally as ‘hunting section’, o s of this famed formation 
unit equivalent in function, d not in numbers, fo a It seems that almost everything associated with the 


British fighter squadron}, best known by its briefer title illy the death, of Mantred Freiherr 


ot Jasta 11. lt is a matter of debate among historians enerates some controversy, os doe 


di 
as fo whether this nickname originated from the ours and markings. Therefore, when 


colourful aircraft of the unit or from its supposed this work was begun (at the request of the publishers) 
propensity for mability along the Front. As no less an it was done so with no little trepidation 

authority than Arthur Gould Lee suggested, it was Contemporary colour documentation and, in some 
perhaps a combination of both. Whatever its cases photographs, of the aircralt of JG | are 
genesis, the ‘travelling circus’ appelation would surprisingly scarce. What little is known must be 


gleaned from interviews with velerans, memoirs, 


captured aircraft reports, intelligence bulletins, 


‘The squadron sets out eleven strong on the evening combat reports, and that imperfeet science (or art?) 
patrol... circling and climbing away steadily toward ol tonal interpretation of black and white photos 
the lines. They are off to deal with Richthofen and his from orthochromatic film. Even then, only 

circus of Red Albatrosses (sic)! approximations of colour values are possible. While 
Lt. Cecil Lewis, pilot of No. 56 Squadron, first-generation photographs (when available) are a 
RFC, in Sagittarius Rising. primary tool in such a study, the interpretation of 


colours from them has been refrained from as much 


as possible. In order to produce the colour profiles, 


prove even more appropriate for the first some judicious interpreting however was inevitable 
Jagdgest hwader (Fighter Wing) This was o and duly noted in the « aptions The author and 
permanent grouping of four Jagdstaffeln (4, 6, 10 publishers welcome additions and corrections to thi 
and 11) into a self-contained fighter unit which was work, and have no doubt such contributions will be 
indeed designed !o move rapidly to any section of quickly forthe oming! 


the Front where oerial superiority was needed 

Richthofen moulded Jagdgeschwader | (abbreviated Formation of JGI 

IG Ne. 1, or JG |, depending on whose By late Spring 1917 the hard-pressed Jasta pilots on 

nomenclature is used) into a potent large-scale the British Front were repeatedly encountering Opposite page: Manfred 
numerically superior formations of RFC aircraft. In von Richthofen prepares for 


bout 50 aircraf 


tormot 


on capable of dispatching 


D 


ind ld territory and countering response, the Kommandierende Ge a flight in his Albatros D.III at 
= craft mmanding Gene Roucourt airfield. (Via H H 
Deet K > Fits fir mmante Ernst von Hoeppner begor Wynne) 
Richthofen are inextricably ir twined, and If 3 his tighter units so they « I 
history has been tc any ti ef by variot re equal terms. Finally the formation of Above, Albatros D.III fighters 
leading out While tH 1-painted oir rl wo unced on June 241917 of Jasta 11 at Roucourt 
by the ter t been examine j :d its operational airfield perhaps in May- 
t bje f nur article torn 1 Kogenluft whict June 1917. Several of these 
gior als and illustrations), the color tary efficiency aircraft seem to have mostly 
the ymmar rises Jasta 4, 6, 10 red fuselages with some 
atte ' Ir tained unit other personal marking in a 
a f the Flying in air supremacy in contrasting colour. Closest 
i their a pi ac aircraft is D.624/17. (Via HH 
s always been hard Yet j er r TH Jer would remain immediately Wynne) 


Below, pilots of Jasta 4 pose 
in front of their Albatros D.V 
fighters in early Summer 
1917. identified by the 
numbers marked by the 
photo are: 1) Vzfw. Ernst 
Clausnitzer, 2) Staffelfiihrer 
Obit. Kurt von Döring, 3) 
Vzfw. Linus Patermann, 4) 
Ltn. Busso von Alvensleben, 
5) Ltn. Wilhelm Schulze, 6) 
(in front) Ltn. Hans Klein. 
Visible on some of the 
aircraft is the unit marking 
of a black ‘snakeline’ wound 
in a spiral around the 
fuselage. Also note the 
coloured spinners which 
apparently helped facilitate 
individual recognition; of 
interest is the two-tone 
spinner on the far left. (Via H 
J Nowarra) 


At foot, a mixed group of 
Albatros DI and D.V 
fighters, reportedly from 
Jasta 4. This photo must 
predate the adoption of the 
black spiral ‘snakeline’ unit 
marking, though at least one 
individual colour scheme is 
apparent. 
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subordinate to the High Command of the 4. Armee, 
and was to be based at a single airfield as much as 
circumstances would permit. 

There was only one logical choice for the 
commander of this unique formation. Rittmeister 
Manfred Freiherr von Richthofen was already the 
premiere German fighter ace, renowned on both 
sides of the lines. More than that, he had 
demonstrated superb organizational and leadership 
capabilities as commander of Josta IL. Apparently 
as skilled at training and motivation as he was at 
aerial hunting, he had led the Staffel to over 160 
victories in just over five months by this time. Under 
his leadership by example and with his constant 
recruitment of new ‘talent’, the other three units in the 
Geschwader would gain high reputations as well 

By July 2 1917 the four component Stoffeln had 
converged on the area known as Marckebeke, in the 
vicinity of Marcke just southwest of Courtrai. Most of 
these units had already devised their own unit 
marking which would remain in use, thus enabling 
each Jasta to be identified in the air. Geschwader 
adjutant Karl Bodenschatz described the impressive 
sight in his history of JG |, Jagd in Flanderns Himmel 

Once all of the Staffeln were assembled ot 
the airfield, twelve machines stood behind 
each Staffel leader . .. The assembled 
Geschwader looked extremely colourful. The 
Stammstatfel (core unit), Jasta Jl with which 
Richthoten flew, had the machines painted 
red; Jasto 10 (used) yellow; Jasta 6 had zebro 
stripes; and Jasta 4 bore a black snake line 
along the natural wood-finished fuselage 

This simple but essential description provides the 
nucleus for much of what is known of the markings of 
JG | 


‘Richthofen Red’ 


The red colour associated with Jasta 11 originated in 
its famous use by Richthofen. Soon after he had 
taken command of the unit he selected this hue to 
identify his Albatros D IL while other Staffel pilots 
employed a variety of coloured markings for their 
own machines. The function of these decorations was 
eminently practical: to enable pilots to recognize 
each other in the air, and iS omit coaiomatan of 


victory claims by observers on the ground and in the 
air. Richthofen’s choice of red no doubt stemmed 
from its high visibility and it was also the regimental 
colour of his old unit, Uhlanen-Regiment ‘Kaiser 
Alexander Ill. von Russland (westpreussiches)’ Nr.1 
According to a post-war account by his brother 
Lothar, Manfred flew an Albatros D Il decorated with 
a ‘red band around the tuselage’* for a while, which 
was later handed down to Lothar upon his arrival ot 
Jasta IL However, Manfred von Richthofen made 
much more notable use of another DI (possibly two) 
decorated with an entirely red fuselage, tail unit, 
struts and fabric wheel covers. The employment of 
such heraldry by the pilots of Jost 11 no doubt 
fostered a certain confidence and esprit de corps 


The Baron Richthofen. was averaging a victory 


a day in April. . . apparently there's another 
Richthofen also piling up victories in the Circus, as we 
call their squadron, because they're all so gaily 
coloured, and also because they seem to move up 
and down the whole front instead of being tied to 
one sector, like an RFC squadron 

Lt. (later Air Vice Marshal) Arthur Gould Lee, 
pilot of No. 46 Squadron, RFC, in No 
Parachute. 


Intentionally or not, it also promoted the inevitable 
‘knights of the air’ metaphor which was already 
gaining popularity. On April 12 1917 German 
journalist Prof. Dr. Georg Wegener was present al 
the airfield of Jasta 11 and recorded this evocative 
impression of its line-up of striking aircraft 

‘From a distance they looked like iridescent 

giant insects, like a swarm of gaily-coloured 

butterflies with their wings spread out... The 

principle of looking as much as possible like 

the colour of the sky was entirely abandoned. 

‘Invisibility cannot be achieved,” it was 

explained to me, “but one does indeed run 

the risk of a mix-up (between) enemy and 

friendly aeroplanes. These different markings 

on the fuselages are clearly visible in the air, 

(and) one recognizes them during combat 

and can assist Io comrade).” 

‘For this reason every piornos his personal 


machine, in which he always flies... giving ita 

special marking that enables his comrades to 

keep him in sight during combat and to know at 
all times who controls the machine. One 
machine has white or red or some other 
coloured stripes, another carries them 

diagonally or longitudinally, etc. From 

Richtholen’s eyes shine the pride of the warrior 

knight, whose shield and helmet ornament are 

known and feared by the opponent. “I make 

sure that my flight sees me wherever | am." 

As Richthofen’‘s string of victories grew, so did the 
apprehension of his pilots. Interrogations of captured 
airmen established that his red Albatros was well 
known and respected by the opposing RFC units, 
and there was real concern that this might lead to 
some sort of ambush being laid. Therefore, as Lothar 
von Richthofen later wrote 

. It had long been our wish to have all 
aeroplanes of our Stolte! painted red and we 
implored my brother to allow it so he would not 
be so especially conspicuous. The request was 
granted; for we had shown ourselves to be 
worthy of the red colour by our many aerial 
victories. The red colour signified a certain 
insolence. . . It attracted attention. 

Consequenily, one really had to perform 

Proudly we finally looked at our red birds. My 
brother's crate was glaring red. Each of the rest 

of us had some additional markings in other 

colours 
recognition symbols. Schäfer, for example, had 
his elevator, rudder and most of the back part of 
the fuselage black; Allmenréder used white, 

Wolff used green and | had yellow. As a yellow 

dragooneer, that was the appointed colour for 

me... we all looked to be red, as only small 
other parts were painted in another 

colour.” 

Lothar’s description is understandably 
simplified. In May 1917 the red paint was rarely 
applied to the wings of these aircraft, those 
components remaining in their factory finish. In the 
case of Ltn, Allmenrdder, his personal white colour 
was on the nose and elevator only, and there were 
many variations on this theme on other Albatros 
fighters of this unit. Red-pigmented paint was scarce 
in blockaded Germany, so it was frequently thinned 
down in the interes! of economy, In Jasta 11 this 
colour was offen applied over the national insignia 
on the fuselage and tail, yet these markings 
remained visible through the translucent overpaint 
to some degree. This basic Jasta 11 marking 
policy was still in effect when Jagdgeschwader | was 
formed. 


we chose these colours as 
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Geschwader Markings 


As Geschwader commander, Richthofen gave a 
good deal of thought to the role aircraft markings 
played in the correct maintenance of large formation 
flights. In an ‘Air Combat Operations Manual’ 
completed shortly before his death, he wrote: 
‘So that the Statfeln do not come together in 
disorder, it is advisable that each Staffel have 
its own emblem marking. The Kommandeur's 
aircraft must be very conspicuously painted 
.. Within the Staffel each (pilot) has a special 
distinguishing emblem on his machine, best 
{applied) on the rear part of the tail above 
and below.” * 
Richthofen did indeed sometimes fly very 
conspicuous aeroplanes as the leader of massed 
formations, and many pilots in the Geschwader did 
moke use of coloured, striped or chequered tails for 
individual identification 
As stated by Bodenschatz, the aeroplanes of 
Jasta 4 bore a unit marking of a black ribbon or 


SSeS 


But no sooner had the action signal been given than 
we were pounced on from above by various types of 
Hun machines numbering about twenty, | could tell 
from the red undercarriages that they were members 
of Richthoten’s Circus . . . eventually | managed to 
get a good burst into a machine that was painted 
with black and white squares | was just getting 
into position to try my luck with the all red machine 
which | presume was Richthofen’s, but the baron got 
me before | got him.’ 
2/Lt. H J Sparks, Bristol F.2B gunner in No. 
62 Squadron, RFC, one of the crew of 
Richthofen’s 62nd victory. 


‘snake line’ during Summer 1917. This ribbon or stripe 
was wrapped around the fuselages of the Albatros 
fighters in a spiral from nose to tail. The tail units 
(usually along with the airscrew spinners) were 
generally painted in a pilot's identifying colour, 
though a few pilots added personal initials or 
emblems on the fuselage between the spiral stripes. 
As time went on and replacement aircraft arrived, 
there was some variation in the width and 
application of the black stripe, but it remained in use 
through April 1918. The streamlined fuselages of 
Albatros D.III (OAW), D.Va, Pfalz DI and D.llla types 
all bore the spiral stripes at one time or another. 
Jasta 6 aircraft were marked with broad black 
and white chordwise stripes on both surfaces of the 
tailplane and elevator; this remained the basic unit 
insignia throughout the war. These ‘zebra stripes’ first 


Below, in September Jasta 
10 received its first 
examples of the new Pfalz 
D.III fighters,which were 
operated along with 
Albatros types and Werner 
Voss’s Fokker F.I 103/17 
which had arrived by August 
28. This airfield view shows, 
from left: Ltn. Gustav 
Bellen’s dark-camouflaged 
Pfalz D.III with white band 
backing the fuselage 
insignia; an Albatros DI 
(No.‘12’ on the nose) marked 
with a horizontal white band 
which extended from the 
nose to a vertical white 
band at the cockpit; 
Burggaller’s D.III (No.‘7’) 
with the white bar and 
decorated wheels; an 
unmarked aluminium Pfalz 
D.III — its partially legible 
serial reads 137-/17. 


Above, the Rittmeister 
climbs into his red- 
fuselaged Albatros D.III. The 
centrally-located radiator 
marks this as earlier than 
D.2200/16 although its true 
serial is unknown. Also note 
bullet hole (?) patch and 
thinly-overpainted fuselage 
cross. (Via H H Wynne) 


Above, Rittmeister Manfred 
von Richthofen (in one of a 
series of posed publicity 
photos) sits with a Fokker 
Dr.l, which appears to be in 
factory finish (except 
perhaps for a red nose?). 
Note manufacturer’s plate 
on the cowling; wheels, 
wings and fuselage are in 
factory finish. 


4 


Sandini Sammlung 


appeared on Albatros D Il machines of this Stoffel, 
probably in late Summer 1917 It is evident from 
photos that some Jasta 6 Albatros DI and D.V 
types bore similar stripes on the underside of their 
lower wings, evidently to assure identification from 
below. Since the unit markings precluded the use of 
the tails for personal colours, these were instead 
carried on the fuselages. Some DI aircraft of this 
Jasta appear to have had the entire fuselage 
overpainted for this purpose. However, simple 
coloured bands around the fuselage between the 
cockpit and the iron cross insignia were in more 
general use on Albatros D.V and succeeding types 
The well-known chrome yellow noses of Jasta 10 
(which appear quite dark on orthochromatic film 
when this was used) were displayed on both Albatros 
Dli and D.V fighters in Summer and Autumn 1917, 
While the unit colour was occasionally also carried 
on the fabric wheel covers and/or struts, this practice 
was not widespread at this time. Personal emblems 
were usually seen on the fuselage in white and other 
colours, and some use was made of coloured tails as 
well. In addition, a system of numbering each 
machine with a small black digit below the centre 
struts was in effect for a time. The familiar line up 
photo of Jasta 10 Pfalz DI aircraft circo December 
1917 illustrates the general use of chrome yellow on 


all noses, struts, and wheel covers by that time 
Personal symbols were painted in dark colours on 


the silbergrau Pfalz fuselages, and o variety of 


striped and coloured tails was in use. This unit had to 
carry on with Albatros D.Vo and Pfolz D.lllo types 
until the advent of the Fokker DV in late April 1918 
In Jasta 11, the red markings of the Staffel were 
being applied in a standardized form by late 
Summer 1917 Albatros DV fighters were painted red 
on their struts, wheel covers, and on the nose back to 
the leading edge of the cockpit. As specified by von 
Richthofen, individual colours were generally painted 
on the tail sections, though some pilots added further 
markings to the fuselages. Former Jasta 11 pilot 
Hans Georg von der Osten recalled 
All our machines... of Jasta 11 had red 
coloured markings on the front of the 
aeroplane... The individual markings were 
unique; each pilot having a special one. | 
cannot recall much about these markings. | 
can't remember even my own insignia 
Sometimes it happened that your own plane 
was kaputt and you took another ‘plane with 
onother insignia on it You told the others 
“Today my bird has such and such markings” 
At first at Jasta Il we 
always had two ‘planes each, at that time we 
had Albatros D.Ill and DK machines 
Von der Osten (who joined Jasta 11 on August 19 


and you took off 


1917) brought up a very important point: The 
attribution of a particular aircraft to a specific pilot 
should be treated with caution. (Publishers 
emphasis.) While it is true that many a pilot initiated o 
special marking on an aeroplane he considered ‘his 
own, it is just as true that the Front-line conditions of 
supply, repair, and transfer of personnel often 
resulted in the use of an oeroplane by several 
different pilots. Richthofen himself flew o wide variety 
of different Albatros and Fokker Dr.l fighters 


The Triplanes 


The allocation of the Fokker Dr. to Jagdstaffeln 11, 6, 
and eventually 4, necessitated some evolution of the 
respective unit markings. The increasing use of 
massed Geschwader flights also warranted the use 
of markings that would facilitate identification from 
ahead. In Jasta TI the engine cowlings were usually 


red (though several examples of unit friplanes without 
this marking exist) and this colour was often — but 
not always — painted on the wing struts, 
undercarriage, centre struts and wheel covers. The 
use of complete Jaosto 11 decor on all these 
components seems to have increased as the service 
of the triplanes lengthened. Personal colours were 
still carried on the tailplanes and elevators (and offen 
the fuselage), these frequently being based on the 
colours of the pilot's old regiment 

The block and white striped tails of Jasta 6 
triplanes were apparently supplemented by block 
cowlings (though it is difficult to discern the difference 
between factory-finish olive-brown and red, black or 
yellow cowlings in period photos). Coloured fuselage 
bands remained a popular form of personal 
identification in this unit 

The most significant changes in markings occurred 
in Jasta 4, which received its triplanes somewhat 
belatedly in late April 1918. Since the black spiral 
band marking could not be practically effected on 
the Dr, it was replaced by an unknown, very pale 
colour on the wheels, struts and cowlings." If one 
believes o somewhat circumspect Allied intelligence 
report, this colour may have been sky blue, as sky 
blue tailplanes are described as the unit markings of 
Jasta 4 in this report. This remains to be confirmed, 


however 


Enter the D.VII 


Rittmeister von Richthofen never had the opportunity 
to fly what is often considered the war's finest fighter 
in combat. Within a few weeks after his death on 
April 21 1918, sufficient numbers of the Fokker D.VII 
had arrived for Jasta 10 to reploce their obsolete 
Pfalz Dllo and Albatros D.Va machines. Gradual 
replacement of the Fokker triplanes followed 
throughout the Geschwader, which had been 
designated Jagdgeschwader Freiherr von Richthofen 
Nr. | as of May 20 1918, H was now under the 
command of Hauptmann Wilhelm Reinhard. On 
June 22 the unit received 22 examples of the D.VII 
equipped with the estimable BMW Illa engine, 
enabling Jasta 1 (still the Stammstaffel, or core unit) 
to be fully equipped with this variant. One of these 
was D.VII F294/18, which on July 18 was flown by the 
officer who had been given command of JG | 
following the death of Reinhard on the 3rd of that 
month: Oberleutnant Hermann Göring 

Equipped with the superb D.VII, the Geschwader 
pilots continued to exhibit high standards of skill and 
morale during 1918's Summer. Traditions in markings 
were maintained as well The custom of painting 
noses and outer whee! covers (and sometimes struts 
red in Jasta 11 was retained, with personal markings 
ogain displayed on the tail surfaces and fuselages 
For example, Géring’s D.VII F294/18 had a red 
forward fuselage with a yellow tail; the latter hos 
invited suggestion that this aircraft was in foct 
prepared for Lothar von Richthofen — yellow being 
his personal colour. Lin. Schulte-Frohlinde of Jasta 11 
reportedly displayed the silhouette of a ship on the 
fuselage of his Fokker, while the sky blue and orange 
markings of Vzfw. Gabriel's aircraft are well known 
The traditional black and white stripes of Jasta 6 
were applied not only on the D.VII tails but on their 
noses and outer wheel covers as well, while personal 
insignia of various kinds were displayed on the 
fuselages. Similar markings were universally in 
evidence on the Fokker E.V. monoplanes brielly 
operated by Jasta 6, despite their short period of 
service. The D.VIls of Jasta 10 exhibited the 


customary chrome yellow noses and, generally, outer 


= 


wheel covers and struts may also have been marked 
in this shade. Jasta 4 reverted to the use of black as 
a unit colour, this also being applied to the aircraft 
noses and outer wheel covers. Pilots in Jagdstaffeln 


4 and 10 continued to mark their personal colours on 
tailplanes and elevators, but more use was also 
made of heraldic or other pictorial symbols on the 
fuselage sides as well 

Severo! Staffel leaders apparently chose to extend 
the colour(s) of their unit to o major portion of their 
aircraft to enhance identification. The foct that Jasta 
10 StoffelfGhrer Erich Loewenhardt flew a ‘yellow 
Fokker’ 


accounts, Dut pre 


is well attest several ¢ ontemporary 


y how much of the aircraft wos 


ze 
The German aces, particularly Richthoten’s Flying 


Circus, which wos then under the command of 


Hermann Gi ming had painted their pia 


bones and hideous 


horrible way, with skulls and cre 
colours, to intimidate the Allied fliers 


Lt. Ralph A O'Neill, pilot of the 147th Aero 
Squadron, USAS. 


overpain yellow is unrecorded (the author and 

publishers have failed to locate o clear photo of this 
machine thus far). Lothar von Richthofen described 
the last D.VII he 
red bird 
Both Lin. Hans Kirschstein and Lin. Ulrich Necke! led 


Jasta 6 in DVils marked with oblique black and 


zw when Jasta 1] commander as a 


but again precise details are unknown 


white stripes the length of the fuselage; this was as 
much to disrupt an opponent's aim as it wos a 
leader's marking. Ernst Udet went somewhat beyond 
the markings of Jasta 4 when he chose to fly a red- 
fu selaged D.VII, and the all-white Fokker D.VII F5125/ 
18 flown by Geschwader Kommandeur Göring is 
well-known — a conspicuous aircraft indeed 
By their own accounting, the men of 


Jagdgeschwader | had claimed 644 enemy 


Sandini Sammlung 


aircraft by the war's end, but at a heavy cost: 56 
pilots and six ground crewmen killed, and 52 pilots 
and seven ground crewmen wounded, As fascinating 
os the colourful aircraft in these pages are, il should 
not be forgotten that they were flown by young men 
engaged in the brutal and tragic business of war 
Perhaps the bes! perspective on this subject was that 
offered by the late Gisbert Wilhelm Groos, a veteran 
of Jagdstattel IL When interviewed by historian 
Heinz J Nowarra in 1960, Groos reporied that he 


ed by letters from American aviation 


What can Í tell them? They all ask the same 


ll them « 


€ 


vestions f cannot te ll the things 


they wish to know on squadron markings. | 


don’t remember such things. What I 


mber is tt ate of my comrades, not 
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Left, a familiar view of Jasta 
11 commander Lothar von 
Richthofen in a Fokker Dr.l. 
This may have been a Jasta 
6 aircraft, judging from the 
rectangular access panel on 
the nose which 
characterized triplanes from 
that unit. Note the 
asymmetrical ailerons, in 
locations opposite to those 
seen on 144/17. Little else 
than standard factory finish 
is visible on this aircraft. 


JASTA 4 


1. Four Vizefeldwebel comrades of 
JG | pose with a Jasta 4 Albatros D.V. 
From left: Fritz Krebs, Jasta 6 (8 
victories); Linus Patermann, Jasta 4, (2 
victories); Carl Holler, Jasta 6 (3 
victories); Ernst Clausnitzer, Jasta 4 (3 
victories). Patermann would be killed 
in action on July 12 1917, and only four 
days later Clausnitzer was taken POW 
and Krebs was killed (possibly by Lt.G 
H Bowman of No. 56 Squadron). Holler 
survived to write his memoirs of the 
war, Als Sdnger-Flieger im Weltkriege 
under the pseudonym of Niels 
Sornsen. 


3. Vzfw. Ernst Clausnitzer was 
brought down and made POW in D.V 
DA162/17 on July 16 1918 as he was 
attacking a balloon SE of Poperinghe. 
He was credited to Second Lieutenant 
Langsland of No.23 Squadron RFC. 
The D.V was given the British capture 
number G.56 and underwent extensive 
testing and evaluation. This view 
provides a good look at the green and 
mauve camouflage on the top wing 
and the Jasta 4 unit marking. The tail 
was reportedly painted, ‘dirty yellow’ 
and the spinner, ‘bright yellow’, this 
being the pilot’s personal colour. A 
detailed discussion of the history and 
markings of this aircraft, appeared in 
the well-illustrated article by Stuart 
Leslie and Mick Davis in Cross & 
Cockade International, Vol.20, No.4 
1989. 
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2. Unit markings are clearly in 
evidence in this D.V line-up, Summer 
1917. Jasta 4 leader von Doring is 
shown with his three dogs, ‘Vickers’, 
‘Spad’, and ‘Nieuport’. In the right 
foreground is Hans Klein who would 
leave Jasta 4 to command Jasta 10. 
The spinner and tail of each D.V was 
apparently painted a colour or 
combination of colours which served 
as personal insignia. With a limited 
choice of colours available to a Front- 
line unit, it seems logical to assume 
that one D.V in this group had a blue 
tail and spinner, as shown on 

page 10. 


Fig. 1. The Albatros D.V flown by Vzfw. 
Ernst Clausnitzer (D1162/17) has been 
well recorded but rarely is the 
starboard aspect illustrated as here 
with the form of black fuselage wound 
stripe employed by Jasta 4 in 
Summer 1917. Original factory finish 
as per colour Plate 7 with the tail unit 


painted a dirty yellow and a ‘bright 
yellow’ spinner. 


4. This NPG postcard of Ltn. Kurt 
Wiisthoff indicated he was a pilot of 
rising reputation by August- 
September 1917. His Albatros 
D.11l(OAW) bore the usual black spiral 
ribbon unit marking, though it appears 
a bit wider than that applied to the 
earlier D.V fighters. Wisthoff learned 
to fly when only 17; after joining 

Jasta 4 in June 1917 he scored rapidly, 
becoming one of the youngest 
winners of the Pour le Mérite on 
November 22. He was given command 
of Jasta 4 in early 1918. 


6. Wisthoff downed Sopwith Triplane 
N5429 on September 13 1917 for his 
15th victory (his 8th in 11 days); the 
pilot, FSL J R Wilford, was taken 
prisoner. Of interest is the unique 
decoration applied to the spinner of 
the D.III(OAW). In this photo and 
others, the spiral ribbon unit 


Biiegerieainant 
Kitt Mifihaff 
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marking may not appear to be black in 
comparison with the tone of the 
national insignia. This is no doubt due 
to the translucence of the thinned- 
down paint used in the field, of poorer 
quality and lower intensity than that 
used to apply national markings at the 
factory. Contemporary reference and 
records all refer to the spiral ribbon as 
black. 


Z A mechanic poses proudly with 
what is probably Wüsthoff’s 
D.III(OAW). Another photo of Wüsthoff, 
unavailable for publication, depicts 
him in front of an Albatros with a 
spinner decorated in just sucha 
fashion. It is believed the colours were 
Kack and white. 


5. Careful examination of the 
plywood grain pattern confirms that 
this is the same D.III(QAW) as in the 
Wisthoff photo at left. The rudder was 
probably white, with the rest of the tail 
painted a dark colour, perhaps black. 
It is thought that the spinner was 
painted white and black as well, and 
even the wheel covers may have been 
decorated. The rounded rudder, the 
forward position of the fuselage cross, 
and the pattern of green and mauve 
camouflage on the lower wing all 
serve to identify this as an OAW-built 
D.III. (Via Stuart Leslie) 


8. Jasta 4 received some of the Pfalz 
D.III fighters from the first production 
batch which were sent to JG | in early 
Autumn 1917. D.III 1396/17 was piloted 
by Obit. Oskar Freiherr von Boenigk 
and strikingly displays the black spiral 
unit marking. The colour and 
significance of the dark-painted 
portion of the lower wing is unknown, 
as are the details of any personal 
colours used by von Boenigk on this 
aircraft. A Silesian nobleman like the 
von Richthofens, von Boenigk had 
served in Grenadier-Rgt. Nr. 11, ‘König 
Friedrich II, before transferring to 
aviation. He received his first five 
victories in Jasta 4 before leaving in 
late October 1917 to command Jasta 
21. 
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9. Examples of the Pfalz D.llla 
reached Jasta 4 circa December 1917. 
The aircraft seen here bore personal 
markings of (presumably) black 
stripes on the fin and tailplane. The 
pilot may have been Ltn. von 
Barnekow, but this is unconfirmed. 
This aeroplane has hitherto been 
depicted with broad bands applied 
spanwise to the tailplane, but close 
examination of the photo suggests 
that it more likely was decorated with 
chordwise black stripes. This 
interpretation, more in character with 49 ¥10 
the markings on the fin, is tentatively 
illustrated on page 10. The upper 
surface of the lower wing appears to 
be a dark colour (?), but this is 
probably due to the differing reflective 
qualities of the wing and fuselage. 


10. Ltn. Raven Freiherr von 
Barnekow is assisted with his flying kit 
as he sits on his Pfalz D.Illa. Note the 
42--/17 serial visible on this Pfalz, 
partially obscured by the unit marking. 
Again, the lower wing appears darker 
than the silbergrau fuselage, but this 
is likely due to an optical effect. 
Freiherr von Barnekow, recalled Hans- 
Georg von der Osten, came from, ‘a 
very well-to-do family and was an 
unbelievably spoiled young man’. Von 
Barnekow survived the war with 11 
victories and served in the Luftwaffe in 
WWII; he was so affected by Udet’s 
suicide that he took his own life. 


oo 
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Fig. 2. Representation of a ‘typical’ Pfalz 
D.III of Jasta 4 in late 1917 /early 1918. As 
with the Albatros types, personal 
markings were apparently made up of 
differently coloured or marked tail 
surfaces; for example, von Boenigk may 
have used lemon-yellow, a colour 
associated with his old grenadier 
regiment. Personal colours or markings 
may also have been painted on the 
spinners or even the upper surfaces of 
the wings as well. 


11. This Jasta 4 Albatros D.Va was 
photographed in very late 1917 or early 
1918; the unit operated the D.Va in 
concert with the Pfalz D.IIla well into 
April 1918. The Staffel marking applied 
in this period was thicker than that 
used on the Albatros D.V the previous 
Summer, and the spiral band was 
wrapped so that five distinct ‘stripes’ 
appeared on the starboard side 
instead of four. The pilot’s personal 
insignia in this case was a dark- 
bordered, light-coloured tail anda 
very pale (white ?) spinner. Notable is 
the unique way in which the black 
spiral band was switched to a white 
band against the dark metal cowling 
panel. 
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Fig. 3. Intended to show the form of 
unit marking employed on Albatros 
D.Va types in Winter 1917-1918. Based 
closely on Photo 11. See also Cross & 
Cockade USA, Voli5, No.3, page 223. 


The change from a black band toa 
white band on the cowling panels was 
not typical. Tail and spinner colours 
were personal markings, as on the 
earlier D.V types. 


12. On April 20 1918 Jasta 4 was 
equipped with the Fokker Dr.l; Ltn. 
Krüger is seen here with his triplane at 
Cappy in May. The black spiral band of 
the Albatros and Pfalz aeroplanes 
from this unit was hardly practical on 
the short, rectangular box structured 
Dr.l fuselages. Therefore, the unit 
marking was changed to an ‘off-white’ 
colour of unknown hue applied to the 
cowling, struts, and wheel covers. 
Allied intelligence reports (which, itis 
emphasized, are often suspect) 
indicate that at one time machines of 
Jasta 4 had, ‘sky blue tailplanes’. If 
this was true, then it is likely that the 
light colour used on the other 
components mentioned above was a 
pale blue as well. Personal insignia 
were apparently marked on the 
fuselage between the cockpit and the 
national markings. 


13. Staffelfiihrer Ernst Udet poses 
with his triplane (formerly the machine 
of Ltn. Kirschstein of Jasta 6) at 
Beugneux-Cramoiselle airfield in June 
1918. Dr. 586/17 retained its elaborate 
colour scheme of black and white 
stripes, to which Udet added his usual 
‘LO! insignia, probably in red - see 
colour plate on page 11. The other 
Jasta 4 members are, from left, 
Leutnants Julius Bender, Egon 
Koepsch, Karl Meyer and Heinrich 
Drekmann. The cross on the 
underside of the lower wing of Udet’s 
Dr.| appears to have been altered from 
its earlier full-bordered form, most 
likely in an attempt to conform with the 
Kogenluft order of May 13. 


14. Ltn. Udet flew another Dr, 
apparently 593/17, in mid-June 1918. 
The small ‘LO!’ drawing seen here was 
a ‘thumbnail sketch’ for the unit 
painter to work from as he applied it in 
larger form to the aft fuselage. ‘LO’ 
was, of course, the nickname of Udet’s 
fiancée (whose full name was 
Eleonore Zink according to Udet 
biographer Armand van Ishoven). Udet 
thought of the ‘LO! marking as a 
good-luck talisman and it appeared on 
all his aircraft from 1917 on. This Drlis 
also reported to have borne a chevron 
on the tailplane in common with other 
machines flown by Udet. 
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Plate 1) Albatros D.V, serial number and pilot unknown, 1917. 

Based closely on Clausnitzer's 1162/17 (see page 6) this is a typical Jasta 4 Albatros D.V 
with the unit's black spiral fuselage marking, Pilot's speculative personal colour blue is 
applied to spinner and tail section; plain black crosses under lower wings. 


Plate 2A) Typical Albatros 
(OAW) DI upper wing 
camouflage pattern of dark 
green and mauve seg- 
ments — lower surfaces 
are pale blue. 


Plate 1A) Speculative 
upper wing camouflage 
pattern of dark green and 
mauve segments; lower 
wing pattern unknown- 


Plate 2) Albatros D.III (OAW), serial number unknown, Ltn. Kurt Wisthoff, 1917. lower surfaces are pale 
The likely colours of this machine are here depicted — see photos on page 7. In addition blue. 

to the unit marking, the tail surfaces and wheel covers are a dark colour (shown as black) 

and the spinner halved in black and white with white rudder; the elevator appears to be 

white but this is not certain. White outlined crosses under lower wings. 


markings and personal tail stripes. The serial number is not known but 42., is visible on 
available photographs — see page 8. The tailplane is apparently painted in chordwise 
black stripes on both surfaces (see sketch on page 8) and plain black crosses appear in 
eight positions — refer to Plate 17A for typical upper wing national markings. 


Jasta 4 colour profiles © R Rimell/Albatros Productions Ltd., 1995. 
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Plate 4) Fokker Dr.l 586/17, Ltn. Ernst Udet, 1918. 

Previously flown by Ltn. Hans Kirschstein of Jasta 6 (see Fig 5, page 20) 
this triplane bears the black cowling and black and white tail stripes of 
that Staffel. Udet added his usual ‘LO’ insignia, probably in red to con- 
trast with the fuselage colours. At some point in Udet's use of this 
machine the crosses on the wings were altered to conform with the 
directive of May 13 1918, but the exact configuration and appearance of 
the top wing insignia cannot be completely determined. 


Plate 5) Fokker D.VII (OAW), serial unknown, Ltn. Meyer, 1918. 

Finished in four-colour printed fabric overall, the nose, wheel covers and struts 
are assumed to be black (the unit colour) with national insignia converted from 
the earlier form by overpainting in a dark colour — green or grey? Most of 
these Jasta 4 D.VIls had their upper cowlings removed. Meyer’s aircraft also 
bears the black and white fuselage borders typical of many Jasta 4 D.VIIs the 
width and application of which could vary — see Photo 16, page 12. 


Plate 7A) 
Upper surface detail of Udet’s 
D.VII. 


Plate 6) Fokker D.VII (OAW), serial unknown, Ltn. von Gluszewski, 1918. 

This aircraft is thought to have been von Gluszewski's machine, though it may = 

also have been flown by Ltn. Koepsch. Finished in four-colour printed fabric Plate 7) Fokker D.VII (OAW), serial unknown, Ltn. Ernst Udet, 1918. 
overall, the nose, wheel covers and struts are assumed to be black. The per- N One of Udet’s earliest D.Vils this machine is finished in typical Jasta 4 decor 
sonal insignia of a heraldic crest is depicted as black and white, though the ) with the addition of the familiar ‘LO’. legend on the fuselage and white chevron 
dark colour is not known and may well have been red. National insignia have N on the tailplane, markings that appear on several subsequent red-painted 
been converted from the earlier form by overpainting — see Photo 18, page 13. D.Vils flown by Udet — see Photos 22 and 23, page 14. 


Jasta 4 colour profiles © R Rimell/Albatros Productions Ltd., 1995. 


15. Jasta 4 was the last unit of the 
Geschwader to fly Fokker Triplanes, 
which were finally replaced by Fokker 
D.Viis by mid-June. Ltn. Richard Kraut 
flew this early production aircraft in 
August, which displays the Fokker- 
applied dark olive streaky camouflage 
on the fuselage and four-colour 
printed fabric on the wings. On their 
D.VII fighters Jasta 4 reverted to their 
former use of a black unit colour, this 
paint usually being applied to the nose 
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cowling, wheel covers, and often the 
struts — though there were the 
inevitable exceptions. Kraut employed 
a personal marking of the crest of his 
home city of Thorn in West Prussia, a 
black cross on a white shield. The 
colours of the stripes on the tailplane 
(and possibly the aft fuselage) are 
unknown. The captured Spad 7 of Spa. 
62 in the distance may relate to a story 
related by the French pilot S/Lt. J. 
Cael of Spa. 3 after the war. Cael was 


downed by Ernst Udet (his 57th 
victory) on August 16 1918 and was 
visited by Udet in Cambrai prison. 
Udet told Cael that he routinely flew a 
‘white Spad’ on visits home, and that it 
was his favourite aircraft to fly! The 
Spad seen here is liberally marked 
with black crosses and appears to 
bear the words ‘Gute Leute’ (‘Good 
People’) on its top wing, leading to 
speculation that this indeed may have 
been Udet’s personal transport. 


16. One ‘mascot’ of Jasta 4is 
cleverly posed with another in this 
view of Ltn. Franz Meyer’s Fokker 
D.VII(OAW). The serial number is not 
known but was in the 2000-2199/18 
series. Meyer's personal insignia was 
the pugnacious, carefully-detailed 
bulldog on a white oval. The 
lengthwise stripes ‘bordering’ the 
fuselage frame were probably black 
and white; similar markings are 
commonly seen on other Jasta 4 D.VII 
fighters. The white stripe was also 
applied as a border to the black nose 
of this machine. Wheel covers appear 
to have been black as well, while the 
remainder of the aircraft was covered 
in four-colour fabric. Note the white 
datum line and envelope for rigging 
instructions adjacent to the personal 
marking. The fuselage cross was 
converted from an earlier style by 
rather crude overpainting with an 
unknown neutral colour. 


17. A post-war D.VII is included here 
as something of an enigma. No details 
are available concerning its identity or 
location, but it bears an insignia 
remarkably similar to that on Meyer’s 
aircraft. Heavily overpainted and 
lacking its guns, it cannot positively be 
associated with Meyer or Jasta 4. Can 
any reader help? 
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18. In Joachim von Hippel’s album 
this D.VII(OAW) photo was captioned 
as the aircraft of Ltn. Egon Koepsch. 
As the following photo shows, 
however, Ltn. Heinz Graf von 
Gluszewski used a similar insignia. 
Moreover, there exists motion picture 
film of von Gluszewski in an OAW- 
built D.VII marked in a manner very 
much like this one. Therefore itis 
likely this was the aircraft of von 
Gluszewski, or it may well have been 
flown by both men at various times. 
The white datum line, serial number, 
and weights table (obscured by the 
shield insignia) were characteristic of 
the first OAW production batch (2000- 
2199/18) and some of the second. 
The serial on the aft fuselage is 
mostly illegible, but may be 2117/18. 
The nose, wheel covers, and struts 
were apparently black. The colours of 
the heraldic crest are unknown but 
black and white seem most probable. 
Tailplane markings, if any, cannot be 
discerned with accuracy. Note 
Meyer’s D.VII in the background. 


19. Ltn. von Gluszewski and his 
groundcrew in front of a Fokker-built 
D.VII (serial unknown) bearing his 
insignia. This aircraft was covered in 
four-colour printed fabric overall; the 
wheel covers and nose may or may 
not have been black at this time. The 
colour and significance of the dark 
area beneath the tailplane cannot be 
determined. The aircraft in the 
background was decorated with 
stripes bordering both fuselage and 
tailplane, in common with other 
Fokkers of Jasta 4. 


20. Unfortunately the pilot of D.VII 
4275/18 is unidentified, but this is 
thought to be a Jasta 4 aircraft. 
Besides the typical painted borders 
on the fuselage longerons, this D.VII 
bore a personal making of a white 
vertical band with narrow dark 
edging. In addition the forward 
portion of the fin was painted white 
with a coloured edge as well; it 
cannot be ascertained if similar 
markings were applied to the A20 Tä 
horizontal tail surfaces. 


21. Itwas a common (but not 
universal) practice in Jasta 4 to mark 
the fuselage longerons with coloured 
‘borders’, usually in black and white. 
Fokker D.VII F 4330/18 illustrates how 
the fuselage borders were sometimes 
extended on to the tailplane and 
elevators. The dark ‘border’ colour 
does not seem to be black in 
comparison to the fuselage cross; 
however, the paint used was apparently 
of poor covering quality. The ‘F’ prefix to 
the serial number signified that this 
Fokker-built D.VII was equipped with a 
BMW engine. The nose, struts, and 
possibly wheel covers were painted the 
unit’s black colour. 
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22. Evenina halftone photo of 
dubious quality, Udet (with his Pour le 
Mérite) is instantly identifiable in this 
Jasta 4 group. The Fokker D.VII(OAW) 
at far right was one of Udet's 
machines; its serial is not known but it 
came from the first OAW production 
batch. 


23. Further evidence that some 
aeroplanes flown by Ernst Udet 
appeared in personal markings prior 
to his use of red paint is revealed in 
another informative photo taken at 
Bernes in August 1918. The OAW-built 
D.VII is covered in four-colour printed 
fabric and bears the usual Jasta 4 
black nose panels and black/white 
fuselage borders. It also carries Udet’s 
white LO! insignia and tailplane 
chevron so familiar to enthusiasts. 
Streamers were attached to the 
elevator trailing edge — see colour 
Plates 7 and 7A, page 11. 


24. A familiar view which 
nonetheless remains the only known 
photo of Udet’s most famous aircraft. 
The overpainted tailplane bore the 
legend ‘Du Doch Nicht!!’ (‘Certainly 
not ou) in white on the elevators as a 


challenge to enemy fliers. A white 
chevron was also added to the 
tailplane and two black and white 
streamers were attached to the 
elevators. The oblique striping on the 
upper wing was no doubt inspired by 
Udet's experiences with Kirschstein’s 
Dr.l, and was similarly intended to 
provide protection from pursuing 
pilots by optical illusion. However, all 
this adornment failed to protect the 
D.VII from the fire of the gunner ina 
French Bréguet 14 which Udet 
attacked on June 29. Udet bailed out 
of the disabled Fokker and barely 
survived a hazardous parachute 
descent from 500 metres. Though his 
aircraft has long been a favourite of 
modellers and artists, questions 
remain concerning its full colouration; 
for example the upper wing may have 


had black and white stripes rather 
v25 


than red as oft-illustrated. The Jasta 4 
Fokker in the background was 
evidently marked with the unit’s black 
nose, touched off with a thin white 
border. 


25. Aubiquitous photo of Udet with 
one of his Fokkers, reportedly taken 
when he landed at the airfield of FEA 2 
at Firth in early September 1918. The 
white serial legend on the underside 
of the port aileron can just be seen on 
a good print, and reads: ‘Fok. D.7 207-/ 
18’, with the last digit either 0, 6, or 8. 
The fuselage and wheel covers were 
overpainted while the wings retained 
their four-colour printed fabric finish. 
Another Jasta 4 D.VII from the same 
production series was D.VII(OAW) 
2063/18, from which Ltn. Julius 
Bender parachuted successfully on 
July 16 1918. 


26. Udet’s last operational D.VII was 
F4253/18, a Fokker product equipped 
with BMW lila engine No.1288, and 
probably the subject of this photo. 
Udet held the BMW-engined Fokker in 
high esteem and attributed much of his 
great success in late 1918 to it. Fortu- 
nately two of Udets combat reports 
survive describing the markings of 
4253/18, one from his 47th victory of 
August 8 and one from his final two vic- 
tories on September 26. Both specify a 
red fuselage with the letters ‘LO!’ on 
both sides, and one mentions leader’s 
pennants on the elevators. At first only 
two BMW-engined D.Vils could be 
spared for Jasta 4, those going to Udet 
and Ltn. Drekmann; the two flew many 
sorties together until Drekmann fell on 
July 30. Eventually, though, the entire 
Staffel was re-equipped with the 
superb BMW-powered Fokkers. 


Sberleubnant Udet 
wits 60 Air Conquests 


28. An erroneous American caption 
to this photo claimed that the pilot was 
the, ‘German Ace officially credited 
with shooting down Quentin Roose- 
velt’. This has led to speculation that 
the Udet signature and October 1918 
date on the photo are a forgery, but the 
author believes the pilot is indeed Udet 
(who certainly did not down Roose- 
velt!), his features distorted by the fly- 
ing helmet. At this stage the fuselage of 
the SSW D.III was painted red but ‘LOF 
has yet to be added. Udet scored no 
victories in the D.III and the extent of its 
combat use is unknown. 
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27. Itis perhaps a measure of Udet’s 
status in late 1918 that he managed to 
obtain a Siemens Schuckert D.III for 
his personal use. Jasta 10 member 
Joseph Doerflinger stated, 

‘I remember it well that it was at Metz 
that Udet received a brand-new Sie- 
mens Schuckert ‘plane that he 
immediately painted red. Then he 
painted his sweetheart’s initials on it. I 
remember his telling me how much 
this delighted her... our flying was 
nothing to the show Udet gave us in his 
new ‘plane... he looped, he stood ver- 
tically on a wing and did some of the 
strangest curves’. Contrary to most 
previous reconstructions of this air- 
craft, the rudder was white as speci- 
fied in the Kogenluft order of 17 March 
1918 for all Front-line aircraft; a portion 
of the rudder is just visible in this 
photo. 

(Via N H Hauprich) 


29. Vizefeldwebel Carl Holler of 
Jasta 6 appears on the far left of this 
interesting group posed in front of an 
Albatros D.III of the unit in 1917. This 
aircraft bore the Jasta 6 unit marking 
of black and white stripes on both 
sides of the tailplane, the white being 
extended to the adjacent fuselage 
area. The remainder of the fuselage 
and fin was overpainted an unknown 
colour, with a white stripe apparently 
painted on the side from the nose to 
the tail. Another white stripe on top of 
the fuselage seems visible in the 
original print. Note that this is an early 
production D.III (D1910-2200/16) with 
centrally-mounted radiator in the top 
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Fig. 4. Albatros D.III, serial unknown, Jasta 6, 1917. Tailplane and rear 
fuselage painted in unit marking of black and white stripes. Fuselage, fin 
and possibly wheel covers and struts overpainted an unknown colour; 
white stripes on the sides and top of fuselage. Wings probably remained 
in camouflage finish. 
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30. Line-up of Albatros D.V and D.III 
fighters of Jasta 6. The D.V on the left 
is probably 1060/17, possibly flown by 
Oberleutnant Eduard Dostler. Several 
examples of nose and fuselage 
markings are in evidence. 


31. This Albatros D.IIl was decorated 
with an interesting personal emblem 
on the fuselage. However, no black 
and white stripes are to be seen on the 
tail surfaces or on the lower wings. 


32. The same D.IIl in a take-off 
attitude. The fuselage insignia may 
have been black and white, but little 
else can be said about the markings of 
this machine which is illustrated on 
the cover. 


35 


33. Albatros D.V of Jasta 6 which 
bore a white-bordered oblique col- 
oured band as an individual marking. 
This photo was reportedly taken in 
August 1917, which may imply that 
black and white unit stripes were not 
initiated until late Summer 1917. An 
Albatros D.III tail is seen in the left 
foreground. 


34. Albatros D.V 1060/17 of the first 
production batch may have been 
flown by Obit. Dostler (later Ritter von 
Dostler), who took command of Jasta 
6 in June 1917. Personal markings of 
two coloured bands are visible aft of 
the cockpit. However, there is no evi- 
dence of the black and white striping 
on the tail surfaces which eventually 
became so identified with this unit. 
Conceivably they were applied at a 
later date perhaps even the day after 
this photo was taken? The dark-col- 
oured nose may have been black, if 
one may judge from the use of such 
decor on this unit's later Fokker Tri- 
planes. 
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35. An evocative photo of D.V 1060/ 
17 taking off, with other Albatros types 
in the background. Jasta 6 comman- 
der Dostler was awarded the Orden 
Pour le Mérite on August 6 1917, with 
his victory tally at 21. He would fall in 
action only 14 days later. 


36. Two Jasta 6 mechanics are seen 
with the D.III flown by Leutnant Hans 
Adam, one of the unit’s star pilots dur- 
ing Summer 1917. The nose of this 
Albatros was painted a dark, unknown 
colour, which may have been applied 
to the rest of the fuselage as well. The 
stripes painted on the underside of the 
bottom wing are presumed to be black 
and white; the possibility exists that 
the lighter colour was simply the fac- 
tory finish pale blue under surface 
dope. However, since similar stripes 
are seen on other Jasta 6 Albatros 
fighters, it seems logical that these 
were extensions of the unit markings 
usually applied to the tailplanes. 


37. Ltn. Hans Adam crashed his Alba- 
tros D.V 1148/17 while landing on 
August 2 1917. He was unhurt, however, 
and was named commander of Jasta 6 
only weeks later following the death of 
Obit. Eduard Dostler on August 21. 
This view of the salvaging of Adam’s 
D.V affords a good look at the black 
and white tail markings and similar 
decoration on the underside of the 
lower wing. The white-bordered dark 
band encircling the fuselage served as 
individual identification; it may have 
been black, but this is not known and 


other colours are possible. 
V37 
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38. Another view of D.V 1148/17 as 
groundcrew sort out the remains. Note 
all the fuselage section adjacent to the 
tailplane was white, but the fin and 
rudder remained apparently 
unpainted (the serial number on the 
fin is discernible). 


39. Albatros D.V 1128/17 which bore 
the definitive Jasta 6 black and white 
tail decoration which would become 
associated with this unit. The D.III 
beyond it was similarly decorated. 
Note the black and (apparently) white 
stripes are also seen on the underside 
of the lower wing. The extremely dark, 
glossy nose may have been painted 
black and the coloured band with 
white edging just behind the cockpit 
was a personal marking. This aircraft 
was so similar in appearance to Ltn. 
Hans Adam’s D.V 1148/17 that it 
invites suggestion that this may have 
also been flown by Adam asa 
replacement for 1148/17... 


40. Leutnant Robert Tuxen in the 
cockpit of his Albatros D.V, serial not 
known, with lower wing under surface 
stripes clearly in evidence. It remains 
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uncertain if such stripes were applied 
to every Jasta 6 Albatros in this period, 
but they were apparently a common 
part of the squadron livery. At this time 
personal markings typically took the 
form of coloured bands aft of the cock- 
pit. Tuxen is believed to have used a 
white band on his later Fokker Drl; it is 
perhaps possible that the band seen on 
this Albatros was white as well, its 
shade disguised by the poor quality, 
thinned-down paint in use at Jasta 
level. Tixen achieved two victories in 
July 1917, most likely while flying Alba- 
tros fighters. 


41. The damaged machine of Ltn. 
Robert Tuxen, who poses with his 
mechanics. Just visible are the unit’s 
tail stripes, along with more striping on 
lower wing undersides. 


42. When Jasta 6 received the Fokker 
Dri in early 1918, the unit marking of 
black and white stripes was retained 
and applied to both sides of the tail- 
plane. It is believed the cowlings of the 
units triplanes were additionally 
painted black to facilitate identification 
from ahead. Dr.I 403/17 was one of sev- 
eral triplanes flown by Ltn. Johann Jan- 
zen, a successful pilot who rose to the 
command of Jasta 6 on April 28 1918. 
The personal insignia on this aircraft 
was a white wavy line on a possibly 
black band, with a narrow white border 
on its leading edge. This band conti- 
nued over the top decking; such 
banded markings were very common 
on Jasta 6 Dr! fighters. Note that the 
rudder was overpainted in solid olive or 
black to produce a 5 cm-wide white 
cross border. The rectangular inspec- 
tion panel just behind the cowling was 
a field modification characteristic of 
this unit’s triplanes. (Via N Burtt) 


43. Ltn. Janzen achieved 13 con- 
firmed victories before he was forced 
down behind French lines in a Fokker 
D.VII on June 9, a misfortune which was 
due to a malfunction of his synchroni- 
zation gear. Fuselage markings similar 
to those on Drl 403/17 are seen on 
other Jasta 6 Fokkers, some of them in 
use long after Janzen was captured. 


44. As the commander of JG I, von 
Richthofen sometimes flew aircraft 
from any one of the four component 
units, not just Jasta 11. On March 17 
1918 he paid a visit to the Jasta 5 air- 
field at Boistrancourt in Dr.I 525/17 of 
Jasta 6; there a photographer 
recorded this classic view with the 
unit’s (unequal here) tail stripes. Note 
that the rudder has again been over- 
painted. The Rittmeister is seen hap- 
pily chatting with several Jasta 5 
pilots. From left: von Richthofen, 
unknown mechanic, Ltn. von Hippel, 
Obit. Flashaar (Jasta 5 commander), 
unknown, Ltn. Schlömer, and Lin. 
Lehmann. 
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Fig. 5. Ltn. Hans Kirschstein had 
joined Jasta 6 in March 1918; due 
to his exceptional abilities and 
rapidly rising score, he was 
named acting commander on 
April 27. in Jasta 6 he flew the 
diagonally-striped triplane 
depicted in the black and white 
drawing. This Dr. was called ‘die 
Optische Tauschung’ (the optical 
illusion), and was so painted in the 
belief that the disruptive pattern 
would throw off the aim of a 
pursuer. Kirschstein took the Dr) 
along when he went to Jasta 4 as 
acting Staffelfiihrer of that unit, 
from May 9 to 15. He apparently 
left the triplane at Jasta 4 when he 
returned to Jasta 6 (which was re- 
equipped with the D.VII), where it 
was taken over by Ernst Udet upon 
his return from leave (see page 
11). Kirschstein continued to use 
disruptive striping on his Fokker 
D.VII, until he was killed in the 
crash of a Hannover two-seater (in 
which he was a passenger) on 
July 16 1918. 
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45. A familiar but fine view of Dr) 
525/17, which von Richthofen flew to 
Boistrancourt on 17 March. Note the 
Pfalz D.III of Jasta 5 in the 
background hangar. Of interest are 
the leading-edge wing tip markings. 
These were probably of a highly 
visible, contrasting colour such as 
red or yellow and were for personal 
identification from ahead. 


46 and 47. Two views of Lin. Hans 
Kirchstein’s Jasta 6 Fokker Drl when 
taken over by Ernst Udet of Jasta 4 
who added additional markings — see 
colour plate on page 10. Note dark 
overpainting of ailerons (at right) when 
the wing insignia was converted to its 
ultimate configuration. 
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48. Thetriplanes of Jasta 6 presenta 
colourful sight lined up on Léchelle 
airfield, which JGI had only recently 
occupied on March 26 during the 
advance made during the great Spring 
Offensive. These aircraft were in the 
midst of changing to Balkenkreuz 
national markings as mandated on 
March 17. The Dri on the far right bore 
part of the horizontal wavy line 
insignia of Ltn. Franz Hemer, and may 
have been 595/17. The second aircraft 
from the right (possibly 568/17) was 
the triplane of Ltn. Robert Tuxen, 
identified by a white band (albeit thinly 
painted or weathered) with narrow 
black borders (see colour plate on 
page 25). The fifth aircraft in line ey 
sported what may have been black eee e 
and white fuselage bands and an a48 W49 
overpainted rudder (see colour plate 
on page 25). 


49. A further view of Léchelle airfield, 
taken at the same time and from the 
same viewpoint as the previous photo. 
The four Bessonneau hangars were 
captured in a partially damaged 
condition. An observer scans the skies 
for hostile aircraft using tripod-mounted 
binoculars. The nearest Dri was from 
Jasta 6, and the distant end of the 
triplane line-up in the previous photo is 
at the far right. (Via H J Nowarra) 


50. Ltn. Robert Tuxen with his Dr, 
perhaps 568/17; his personal marking 
of a white band is visible. Details to 
note include the clear-doped under 
wing cross panels and the 
deterioration of the black cowling 
paint. In common with other triplane 
units, Jasta 6 had previously received 
examples of the Fokker D.V to 
familiarize pilots with rotary engine 
operation prior to the arrival of the 
Drs. Tuxen had crashed in Fokker D.V 
2642/16 on November 11 1917, 
destroying the aircraft but emerging 
unscathed. 


51 and 52. Further views of Tuxen’s 
Dr.I when the national insignia had 
been converted to Balkankreuz 
configuration — this was often 
hurriedly done. (Dr. V Koos) 
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53. Battle damage to the wing of his 
Dr.| gets the attention of Franz Hemer 
following his return from a patrol. His 
Jasta 6 comrades nicknamed Hemer 
Locken due to his curly blond hair, and 
the wavy line personal marking was a 
visual reference to this. When 
interviewed by historian Neal W 
O'Connor, Hemer recalled that this 
marking was yellow; a very pale yellow 
might well produce the light tonal 
value seen here, or the band may have 
been white. Hemer also reported that, 
because of his nickname, he once 
used an insignia of a brennschere 
(curling iron) on another of his aircraft! 
Hemer would receive confirmation for 
18 victories before being wounded on 
August 8 1918 and put out of action for 
the remainder of the war. He was 
promoted to Leutnant while 
recovering in September. (Via HH 
Munte) 

LÉI? 


Sandini Sammlung 


54. On May 19 1918 Jasta 6 made its 
first war flight completely equipped 
with the superb Fokker D.VII. About 
that same time, Ltn. Richard Wenzi 
transferred to Jasta 6 from Jasta 11, 
and his D.VII displays the manner in 
which the unit’s black and white tail 
stripes were further applied to both 
the metal cowling panels and to the 
outer wheel covers. As seen on his 
Jasta 11 Dr.l, Wenzl’s personal 
marking was a black and white 
fuselage band, in the proportions of 
the Iron Cross ribbon with colours 
reversed. The national insignia on the 
fuselage and wings bear evidence of 
conversion from the earlier full- 
bordered type. This was a Fokker- 
built aircraft from a fairly early 
production sequence; the style of 
exhaust exit and the abundantly- 
louvred cowling panels are of 
interest. 


55. This view of Ltn. Werner Nöldecke 
of Jasta 6 with a D.VII provides a close- 
up of the unit colours on the nose and 
wheel. Note the exhaust exit and a 
personal insignia of a white and black 
(?) diagonal band which extended from 
the cowling back to the bottom of the 
rudder post. Néidecke was credited 
with a single victory, on July 3; on the 
22nd of that month he was lightly 
wounded but remained with the 
Jagdstaffel. 


56. In another photo from Richard 
Wenzl'’s book ‘Richthofen Flieger’, this 
D.VII (presumably Wenzľ’s) shows off its 
Jasta 6 nose markings. It is apparent 
that each of the four component 
Jagdstaffein of the Geschwader 
marked the noses of their D.VII fighters 
with identifying unit colours to facilitate 
identification in large formations. This 
photo illustrates just how effective the 
Jasta 6 markings were. 


57. The Fokker-built D.VII at far left 
appears to bear diagonal markings and 
the aircraft seen farthest to the right 
may have been Wenzl’s. Note the fully 
striped aircraft in the distant 
background. 


58 and 59. Brief splendour: the striking 
Jasta 6 markings applied to these 
Fokker E.V monoplanes are the most 
familiar and popular colour schemes 
known for the type, yet they did not exist 
in service for long. This line-up shows 
nine E.V fighters and four D.VIls on 
Bernes airfield in August 1918, all 
sporting full unit decor. The first in line is 
153/18, which was the machine of Ltn. 
Richard Wenzi and which bore his 
customary black and white fuselage 
bands. The second aircraft is 154/18 
which was decorated with a horizontal 
white arrow; most of the other fighters 
were identified by personal markings 
between the fuselage cross and nose. 
Jasta 6 was one of the first units to 
receive the E.V in any quantity. 


60. Fokker E.V 148/18 displays the 
manner in which the black and white unit 
colours were painted on the cowling. 
Since the stripe pattern seen on the D.VII 
noses was hardly practical for the rotary 
engine cowling, a beautiful ‘flower petal’ 
pattern was designed for use on the E.V. 
The tailplanes and wheel covers 
continued to bear the unit colours as 
well. Jasta 6 was responsible for the first 
E.V victory, which was achieved by Ltn. 
Emil Rolff on August 16. Only three days 
later Rolff was killed when his E.V 
crashed due to structural failure of the 
wing, one of several such accidents that 
soon led to grounding and withdrawal of 
the type. In all, Jasta 6 probably 
operated the E.V for little more than ten 
days, and the pilots suffered 30 forced 
landings in that time due to the Voltol- 
based lubricant used in the engines. 


67. A replacement panel was installed 
just behind the cowling on the upper 
fuselage of this E.V. The personal 
marking on the fuselage will remind 
many readers of Ltn. Johann Janzen’s 
Dri 403/7, but this E.V could hardly have 
been Janzen’s since he had been taken 
prisoner on June 9 1918. 


62. During their short stay at Jasta 6, 
the uniquely different Fokker 
monoplanes no doubt aroused the 
curiosity and professional interest of all 
the Jagdgeschwader pilots. Obit. Erich 
Loewenhardt of Jasta 10 took the 
opportunity to test fly the new type and 
was at the controls when this photo was 


taken. 
v62 
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63. Following the withdrawal of the 
E.V, Jasta 6 resumed operations with 
the still-formidable Fokker D.VII. Ltn. 
Nöldecke flew this OAW-built D.VII, 
seen here at Busigny airfield in 
September 1918. Noidecke’s personal 
markings at this time were the two- 
colour bands ahead of the national 
insignia. Although these bands 
obscure most of the serial number, it 
was repainted on the horizontal datum 
line next to the cowling and appears to 
be either 4552 or 4532/18. Note the 
rear-view mirror and the OAW plaquette 
mounted just behind the cockpit on top 
of the fuselage. 


64. Ltn. Schliewen was posted to 
Jasta 6 from Jastaschule | on August 
15 1918 and is seen here with his 
Fokker D.VII(OAW). The individual 
marking was a fuselage band 
displaying the Bavarian colours of 
blue and white diamonds, though the 
former colour is rendered nearly 
invisible by the orthochromatic film. 
This band bore narrow black borders 
and covered the serial number; as on 
Noldecke’s machine this was 
repainted on the datum line but is 
sadly illegible due to heavy staining of 
the fabric. It is probable that the serial 
number was somewhere in the 4500- 
4600/18 range. 


65. Always intent on maintaining 
good relations with combat pilots, 
Anthony Fokker (left) poses with Ltn. 
Arthur Laumann of Jasta 10 in front of 
D.VII(OAW) 4524/18 of Jasta 6. It is 
apparent that Jasta 6 received a 
number of these fighters from the third 
batch ordered from OAW (serials 
4450-4649/18). These aircraft were 
covered with four-colour printed fabric 
and had light-coloured rib tapes, 
probably light blue or salmon pink. 
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Plate 10A 
Typical Dr.l finish of olive streak- 
ing over clear fabric; lower sur- 
faces of wings and tailplane were 
turquoise blue. The unit stripes 
on the tailplane were not of equal 
width on most machines - check 


Plate 8) Albatros D.V 1148/17, Ltn. Hans Adam, 1917. photos. This top view (which 
Finished in typical factory style of varnished fuselage, green/ depicts Tuxen’s Drl) also serves 
grey metal panels and struts with dark green/mauve camouf- as a general guide for Plate 9. 


Plate 8A) 

Speculative camouflage pattern 
for Adam’s D.V; position of upper 
wing crosses slightly further out- 
board than OAW-built machines. 


lage, pale blue below wings and clear-doped rudder, Adam’s 
machine also bears Jasta 6 tail stripes and additional mark- 
ings under the lower wing. Fuselage band is a dark colour as 
is the nose, probably — shown black on the profile; see 
Photos 37 and 38, pages 17 and 18. 


Plate 8B) 

Plain black national insignia were 
common, but not universal, on the 
lower wing under surfaces of 
Albatros D.Vs. The unit black/ 
white markings offer strong ident- 
ification from below. 


Plate 9) Fokker Dr.l, serial number and 
pilot unknown, 1918. 

This factory-finished machine bears typical 
Jasta 6 markings for March 1918, with all 
visible white cross fields overpainted in 
olive or black. The black and white stripes 
on the tailplane and elevator were applied to 
both upper and lower surfaces. The per- 
sonal markings of coloured fuselage bands 
are illustrated conjecturally as black and 
white, although the dark central band might 
have been some other dark colour — see 
Photo 48, page 21. 


Plate 10) Fokker Dr.l, possibly 568/17, Ltn. Robert Tuxen. 
Finished in similar fashion to the machine in Plate 9, Tuxen’s 
Dr.l carries the unit’s striped tailplane and black cowling, the 
rudder cross has been converted by overpainting in white; 
see Photos 50,51 and 52, page 21. 


Jasta 6 profiles © R Rimell/Albatros Productions Ltd., 1995. 
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66. Leutnant Ulrich Neckel was posted 
to the command of Jasta 6 in 
September 1918, already having 
attained a victory tally of 24 in 
Jagdstaffeln 12 and 19. Like Kirschstein 
before him, Neckel extended the unit’s 
black and white colours to the entire 
fuselage of his aircraft, in this case a 
Fokker D.VII(OAW). This was done in 
hopes of putting hostile pilots off their 
aim, but it also undoubtedly provided 
immediate identification of the 
Staffelfiihrer in the air. Noteworthy is 
how the white borders of the fuselage 
cross were carefully outlined in black. 
(Heinz J Nowarra) 


67. Neckel in the cockpit of his OAW- 
built Fokker (serial probably in the 
4500-4600/18 series). The teddy bear 
à mascot mounted on the rear-view 
A66 - mirror was a popular, if incongruous, 

i touch. Neckel scored his thirtieth and 
final victory on November 6 1918, and 
was awarded the Pour le Mérite only 
three days before the end of the war. 
(Heinz J Nowarra) 


68. This D.VII is believed to be the 
same aircraft seen with Neckel in the 
two preceding photos. The form of 
exhaust exit and the style of rudder 
cross serve to identify this as an OAW- 
built machine in the appropriate serial 
range. The starboard wheel was 
apparently a replacement item and 
has not yet been decorated with the 
unit striping, which nonetheless 
appears on the inside of the port 
wheel cover. Study of the following two 
photos suggests that there were two 
other Jasta 6 Fokkers (most likely 
flown by Neckel) which bore similar 
fuselage stripes in late 1918. 
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69. By September 28 the Geschwader 
had completed a transfer to Metz, 
where this photo was taken. Only three 
of the Fokkers in this line-up bear Jasta 
6 unit markings. The fully-striped D.VII 
was evidently a Fokker-built aircraft, 
and close inspection reveals a subtle 
difference with the previous D.VII. The 
unpainted ‘lozenge’ fabric of the fin of 
the third machine from the left 
indicates another Fokker product, 
which bore more extensive nose 
stripes than usual but none on the 
wheel cover. A lengthwise white 
marking (an arrow or lance?) served as 
an individual insignia. 
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70. Alonely D.VII sits outside the 
wooden hangars at Marville airfield, 
occupied by the Geschwader from 
October 9 to November 6 1918. 
Slight discrepancies in the stripe 
patterns of this D.VII and that in the 
preceding photo indicate that they 
were two separate aircraft 

(or perhaps one which was 
repainted?). 

The Fokker-built fighter seen here 
apparently had at least one streamer 
affixed to its elevator and was 
probably flown by Staffelfihrer 
Neckel in the final, desperate weeks 
of the conflict. 


Fig. 6. Fokker D.VII of Jasta 6, its serial is 
unknown, but perhaps in the 5050-5149 range. 
Photographed late in the war, this aircraft 
displayed a more extensive variation of the 
unit's black and white nose stripes. A personal 
emblem of a white ‘lance’ or arrow appeared 
on the fuselage side, and the usual Staffel 
markings were carried on the tail — though 
note their absence on the wheel covers. Five- 
colour fabric is illustrated as the basic finish, 
though four-colour is also a possibility — see 
photo 69 above. 


71. Ina still from a well-known 
motion picture sequence, a Fokker 
D.VII(OAW) in full Jasta 6 decor takes 
off. The unidentified pilot’s personal 
emblem seemingly consisted of a dark 
spade or arrow point placed upona 
white shield. Aside from unit and 
individual markings this aircraft was 
probably finished in printed 
camouflage fabric overall, perhaps 
four-colour. 


Fig. 7. Another example of a Jasta 6 D.VII (see photo 77 above) with 

white shield fuselage marking. The tailplane markings of Jasta 6 were 
normally painted on both upper and lower surfaces — width of stripes 
could vary... 
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72. Jasta 10 pilots pose for a group 
photo in late July 1917, about one 
month after Jagdgeschwader | was 
founded. From left they are: 1) Uffz. 
Hermann Brettel; 2) Vzfw. Bausner; 3) 
Vzfw. Adam Barth; 4) Ltn. Offermann; 5) 
Obit. Ernst von Althaus (commander); 
6) Ltn. Max Kühn; 7) Obit. Ernst 
Weigand (deputy commander); 8) Ltn. 
von Beber-Palubizki; 9) Ltn. Erich 
Loewenhardt; 10) Vzfw. Aloys 
Heldmann. In the background is 
Albatros D.V 1119/17, the machine of 
Obit. von Althaus (note the high 
headrest). This aircraft was marked 
with the chrome yellow nose of Jasta 
10, with the remainder of the fuselage 
overpainted an unknown dark colour. 
The fuselage was further marked with a 
prominent number 1 and an enigmatic 
marking of five white dots and a bar. 
This has been interpreted as (from the 
port side only) as international Morse 
code for H A, with the suggested 
association being for ‘Hussar Althaus’, 
in reference to his earlier service in the 
ist Regiment of the 18th Hussars. (Via 
H J Nowarra) 


73. Albatros D.V 1119/17 of 
Oberleutnant Ernst Freiherr von 
Althaus, CO of Jasta 10, June-July 1917. 
Colours are unknown — wings and 
tailplane are standard green/mauve 
camouflage. The ‘1’ was probably a 
holdover from an earlier period when 
Jasta 10 used numbers for personal 
identification. Significance of the iy 
fuselage marking is unclear. (Dr James 473 W74 
J Parks/Lafayette Foundation) 
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74. Xaver Leinmüller, a long-serving 
Jasta 10 mechanic, sits in the Albatros 
Dill assigned to Vzfw. Burggaller. Like 
other D.III and D.V types of this unit in 
late Summer 1917, this aircraft bore a 
chrome yellow nose and a black 
individual number (in this case a ‘7’) on 
the fuselage side beneath the centre 
struts. A personal marking of a white 
bar extended back to the fuselage 
cross, and the wheels were additionally 
marked; these have been interpreted as 
yellow and white, though black (or red) 
and white are also possible. Previous 
profile depictions of this aircraft have 
missed a few unusual features. This 
D.II] was equipped with auxiliary 
bracing struts at the base of the 
interplane ‘vee’ struts, a rack for flare 
cartridges, and — most uniquely — a 
headrest similar to those seen on early 
D.V machines was attached behind the 
cockpit. The serial number of this 
Albatros (Johannisthal)-built DI is 
unfortunately obscured, but its central 
radiator reveals it was in the D1010- 
2199/16 range. (Via H J Nowarra) 
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75. Vzfw. Adam Barth served in Jasta 
10 from its formation until his death in 
action on January 30 1918. His 
Albatros D.III(OAW) bore a white 
‘dumb-bell’ emblem as a personal 
marking, along with the black ‘8’ above 
the wing root. The wheel covers were 
either white or pale blue, and the 
wings and tailplane would have been 
camouflaged in typical OAW fashion. 
Note the two bracing cables affixed to 
the yellow nose. The forward position 
of the fuselage cross and the rounded 
rudder identify this D.III as one of 
those built by the Albatros subsidiary 
at Schneidemühl, the Ostdeutsche 
Albatros-Werke, or OAW. (Via H J 


Nowarra 
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Fig. 8. Vzfw. Aloys Heldmann’s Albatros D.V, decorated with the unit’s 
yellow nose and his personal marking of a white tail. The colour of the 
white-bordered dark band on the fuselage is unrecorded. 

A representative ‘6’ is shown in the position occupied by such numbers 
on Jasta 10 Albatros fighters. The wings were in factory finish painted 
camouflage on the top surfaces with sky blue undersides. 
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76. Ground crew of Jasta 10 pose in 
front of an impressive line-up of 
Albatros D.III and D.V types, probably 
at Marcke in late Summer 1917. 
Tentative identification of the aircraft 
from left to right are: Aloys 
Heldmann’s D.V, with his personal 
white tail and a banded marking aft of 
the cockpit; D.III(OAW) marked with a 
white ‘snakeline’ on the fuselage; Vzfw. 
Barth’s D.IIl(OAW) with the white 
dumb-bell is next visible; Obit. 
Weigand’s D.V (possibly 1187/17) and 
Offz. Stv. Paul Aue’s D.V marked with a 
white circle wrapped around the 
fuselage. All of these machines exhibit 
the unit’s yellow noses, and most 
probably were marked with black 
numbers in the position noted above, 
though the latter are difficult to make 
out in this photo. 


77. A mixed bag of aircraft types in 
use, circa September 1917. At the far 
left is an OAW-built Albatros D.III, its 
fuselage cross standing out against 
black (?) and white bands — also 
visible is the ‘19’ on the fuselage and 
yellow nose and, apparently, wheels. 
Next to it is the D.IIl(OAW) with the 
white wavy snakeline; the number ‘15’ 
is legible with magnification on the 
original print. Ob/t. Weigand’s D.V 
(serial apparently 1187/17), also 
marked with coloured bands in the 
area of the national insignia and an 
unusual white figure on the fuselage; 
then another D.V, followed by a Pfalz 
D.III with a cross of uniquely thick 
proportions. The last two aircraft are 
an Albatros D.III marked with a white 
chevron (barely visible) thought to 
have been flown by Ltn. Max Kühn, 
and Barth’s D.III(OAW). Note the 
differing tonalities produced by the 
chrome yellow noses of these various 
aircraft. 
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79. Ltn. Voss (at right) chats with the 
Crown Prince; second from left is von 
Döring. The D.III(OAW) could have 
been flown by Erich Loewenhardt, and 
this view reveals the white wavy line 
was painted on the top wing as well as 
the fuselage, though the full extent of 
this marking remains conjectural. 
Loewenhardt’s career was at this 
period on the rise. He was credited 
with his fourth victory (a balloon) on 
September 9, and another balloon on 
the 23rd. He would, of course, 
eventually become Siaffelfiihrer in 
April 1918 and score 54 victories 
before his death following a mid-air 
collision on August 7 1918. 


81. A Jasta 10 Pfalz DI with — 
reportedly — Werner Voss in the 
cockpit. This does not necessarily 
make it one of ‘his’ machines, of 
course. This D.III has been depicted in 
the past with red nose and fuselage 
bands; clearly the nose was the Staffel 
chrome yellow, but at this early date 
this colour was confined to the 
spinner and metal cowling ring. The 
fuselage bands may have been black. 
In fact, their similarity to Hecht’s D.III 
D1370/17 suggests that this may have 
in fact been that machine, with 
additional yellow paint and a green tail 
added later — but this is mere 
speculation. 
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78. In early September the Austro- 
Hungarian Crown Prince, Otto von 
Hapsburg, paid a visit to the Jasta 10 
airfield at Marcke which was recorded 
by numerous photographs. The 
officials identifiable are, left to right: 
Obit. Bodenschatz (JG | adjutant); 
Obit. von Döring (usual commander of 
Jasta 4 and acting CO of JG I during 
von Richthofen’s leave); Hauptmann 
Wilberg, the Kommandeur der Flieger 
(Kofl) of the 4. Armee; the Crown 
Prince, with binoculars and walking 
stick; Ltn. Werner Voss (CO of Jasta 
10). In the background is the Albatros 
D.IIl(OAW) No. ‘19’, illustrated on page 
39. White bands with narrow black 
borders flanked a dark (black ?) band 
which backed up the fuselage cross. 


80. Jasta 10 pilots stand for 
inspection in front of Voss’ triplane F.I 
103/17 during the Crown Prince’s visit; 
several familiar photos of this famous 
triplane were taken on this day. In the 
centre of this photo is the Crown 
Prince, in front of a camouflaged Pfalz 
D.III with the unit’s yellow nose; 
beyond that is the Pfalz D.III with thick- 
style cross insignia, and Albatros 
fighters further on. 
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82. Afew ofthe early production 
Pfalz D.Ill fighters were camouflaged 
in tones of (probably) green and 
mauve on the upper surfaces, with the 
undersides most likely the usual 
silbergrau finish. At least two or three 
of these camouflaged aircraft were 
assigned to Jasta 10, one of which 
was this D.III crashed by Ltn. Gustav 
Bellen on September 11. A white band 
encircled the fuselage with the cross 
outlined in the base colour. Note the 
flare cartridge rack and pistol 
mounted on the side of the cockpit. 


83. In another photo from his album, 
Gefreiter Xaver Leinmiller (in the 
centre) and two other groundcrew 
members pose with Bellen’s Pfalz. 
Clearly seen is the fuselage ‘joint line’ 
and the aluminium under surfaces of 
wings, fuselage and tailplane. Ltn. 
Bellen would achieve his first and only 
victory on September 21 when he 
downed a balloon; two days later he 
was one of the unit members who 
accompanied Voss on his fatal flight. 


84. The legendary fighting 
combination of Werner Voss and 
Fokker EI 103/17. This triplane was 
painted overall in turquoise with a 
dark olive dope brushed onto the 
upper surfaces to produce the 
streaked camouflage effect. As most 
readers know, Alex Imrie has recently 
offered new thoughts (based on 
research by Manfred Thiemeyer) 
about the origin of the famous ‘face’ 
painted on the cowling: based on the 
fierce visages that adorned Japanese 
fighting kites. The link between the 
two was the fact that, due to business 
ties between Japan and textile 
manufacturers in Voss’s home city of 
Krefeld, several such kites were 
owned by Krefeld children. Following 
his death in an epic combat against 
seven SE5as of No.56 Squadron, the 
rudder of EI 103/17 (and a few other 
components) was salvaged and sent 
to APF Rhys Davids of No.56 Squadron 
as a souvenir. After Rhys Davids’ 
death, his family donated the rudder to 
the Imperial War Museum. There is 
currently speculation among triplane 
historians that the yellow-painted 
Fokker Triplane rudder now held by 
the IWM might be from F.I 103/17. Even 
though no photo shows this aircraft 
with a yellow rudder, the possibility 
remains that this component could 
have been painted in such a manner 
shortly before Voss’s death. Further 
research into this intriguing possibility 
is still being carried out. 
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85. Fokker Fl 103/17 at Marcke 
shortly after its arrival, with Gefreiter 
Riser and Flieger Karl Timm, Voss’s 
trusted mechanics. Alex Imrie has also 
stated that the cowling of this triplane 
was painted in the Jasta colour of 
chrome yellow. (Via N H Hauprich) 


86. Another view of EI 103/17 with an 
unidentified camouflaged Pfalz D.III at 
left. Note lack of wing tip skids which 
characterised the pre-production 
triplanes. 


87. Ltn. Aloys Heldmann, who would 
survive the war with 15 victories, 
poses with his camouflaged Pfalz D.III 
1395/17. The upper surfaces were 
probably painted in tones of green and 
mauve or lilac; the stencilled weights 
tables and other markings indicate 
this finish was applied at the factory. 
Note the Pfalz trademark at the base of 
the interplane strut and the white 
outlines on the lower wing insignia. 
This D.III does not yet bear the 

Jasta 10 yellow nose, which may have 
been applied later. The wheel covers 
appear to be white, a colour Heldmann 
was using as a personal marking at 
this time. When interviewed by Jon 
Guttman in November 1981, Heldmann 
did state that this Pfalz D.III hada 
white tail (as did his earlier Albatros 
D.V) and that he believed he later flew 
an aluminium Pfalz with a white tail as 
well. He also stated that streamers 
from his elevators were a surer means 
of identification as a Kette leader than 
markings... (Aloys Heldmann via the 
Lafayette Foundation) 
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88. Aclassic photo which is still 
worth repeating. Jasta 10 Pfalz D.III 
fighters show off their chrome yellow 
noses, struts and wheel covers. 
Second from left is 1384/17, while 
third from right is 1370/17 in which 
Vzfw. Hecht was captured on 
December 27 1917. The D.III at far right 
bears Vzfw. Barth’s dumb-bell 
emblem, and the sixth aircraft from the 
right — marked with a lengthwise dark 
stripe — may be Ltn. Hans Klein’s. It 
was previously thought that all the 
dark markings seen in this line-up 
were the unit chrome yellow colour, 
but this is not necessarily so. 1370/17 
had black bands on its fuselage and 
upper wing, with a green tail 
(confirmed by the rudder of this 
machine, held in storage at the RAF 
Museum). Note the white tail of the 
third D.III from the left, probably 
Heldmann’s. It is possible that several 
of these machines had different 
coloured tails, as specified for 
identification by von Richthofen 
himself. 


89. After capture on December 27 
Hecht’s D.III 1370/17 is towed away. 
This photo reveals the original unit and 
personal markings prior to repainting 
by the RFC. 


90. Pfalz DI 1370/17, flown by Vzfw. 
Hecht, after his capture and 
application of British markings. This 
machine has been the subject of 
several inaccurate depictions in the 
past, due to the incomplete 
information then generally available. 
Updated analyses of the markings 
have appeared more than once in 
various Albatros publications, but old 
myths die hard. According to official 
RFC reports on file at the Public 
Records Office, the bands on the 
fuselage and top surface of the upper 
wing were black, and the tail was 
green (as seen on the still extant 
rudder). The nose, undercarriage, and 
interplane struts were yellow in typical 
Jasta 10 fashion. The rest of the 
aircraft was the usual Pfalz silbergrau. 
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91. Ltn. ‘Fritz’ Friedrichs sits in his 
Pfalz D.III in this oft-seen but useful 
photo. The amount of chrome yellow 
on the nose was less extensive than 
that seen on some other Pfalz fighters 
of the unit — there were several 
variations. Also illustrated are the 
rigging data panel, manufacturer’s 
plate, and weights table. Note the 
arrow markings on the circular fuel 
tank filling location and circular 
inspection panels. Friedrichs would 
become one of the ‘star turns’ of Jasta 
10 and a specialist in downing 
balloons. 


92. Ernst Eversbusch, one of the 
founders of the Pfalz Flugzeugwerke, 
visited some able exponents of his 
firm’s product at Jasta 10. From left 
are: unknown, Hauptmann Kurt 
Schwarzenberger of Idflieg, Ltn. Klein, 
Ltn. Kühn, Eversbusch, Ltn. 
Heldmann, and an unknown airman. 
The dark (black ?) bands on the top 
wing are noteworthy, and may have 
been formation leader’s markings. 


93. Idflieg official Kurt 
Schwarzenberger (left) and Hans Klein 
(centre) with Klein’s D.III. The personal 
markings of a coloured tail and 
fuselage band are evidently the same 
chrome yellow as the nose — see the 
fifth Pfalz in the line-up photo 
opposite. Staffelfiihrer Klein would be 
badly wounded in Pfalz D.Illa 4283/17 
on February 19 1918; the loss of his 
right index finger grounded him for the 
duration of the war. 
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94. Jasta 10 groundcrew pose with a 
Pfalz Da, examples of which 
probably began to arrive at the unit in 
November 1917. This machine bore the 
Staffel markings of chrome yellow 
nose, struts and wheel covers, but the 
airscrew spinner appears to be bright, 
unpainted metal. 


95. Ltn. Franz Bohlein survived this 
accident in Albatros D.V 4571/17, 
evidently with no significant injury. The 
aircraft displayed Jasta 10 yellow on 
its nose and perhaps struts, but not on 
the wheel covers. This view illustrates 
the application of a white border to the 
underwing crosses for visibility 
against printed camouflage fabric. The 
tail was painted an unrecorded dark 
colour as a personal marking, but 
carefully leaving the serial number 
untouched. Bohlein was credited with 
his first victory, a balloon, only four 
days before his death on March 16 
1918. 


96. Elements of Jagdgeschwader | 
on the landing ground at Awoingt, 
which the Geschwader had moved to 
on April 20 1918 in readiness for the 
great Spring Offensive. In the 
foreground appear Pfalz Dia and 
Albatros fighters of Jasta 10, clearly 
identified by their yellow noses. 

The D.lila fourth from right had its 
fuselage completely overpainted 
(probably in red or black) with a white 
band aft of the cross. The Albatros 
D.V (?) in the middle distance was a 
Jasta 10 aircraft with a wraparound 
ribbon personal marking of unknown 
colour. In the distance at extreme left 
are Jasta 4 Pfalz and Albatros 
fighters, marked with the black spiral 
stripe unit insignia and vari-coloured 
tails. 


97. Itis thought this photo shows 
Manfred von Richthofen on a visit to 
Jasta 5. This Albatros D.V may be the 
same Jasta 10 aircraft seen in the 
preceding photo, decorated with an 
individual marking of a spiral stripe of 
unconfirmed hue (but which is not 
Jasta 4 black). The tail was 
overpainted as well, and the wings 
were covered with printed camouflage 
fabric. (Via H H Wynne) 
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98. 1n late April-early May 1918 some 
of the first production Fokker D.VII 
biplanes were delivered to Jasta 10 to 
replace the unit’s weary Pfalz and 
Albatros fighters. These Fokkers were 
finished in streaked olive dope on the 
upper fuselage and tail surfaces, with 
four-colour printed fabric on the 
wings. In landing D.VII 234/18, Ltn. 
Friedrichs unfortunately ran past the 
landing area and into two parked D.VII 
aircraft and tents. This view reveals 
how the iron cross insignia on the 
fuselage and tail were altered to 
Balkenkreuz form as ordered on 
March 17, and that this change had not 
yet been effected on the less- 
accessible wing insignia. The crosses 
were converted by using the widest 
portion of the iron cross arms as the 
bar width, resulting in the ‘thick’ style 
of crosses seen here. Note the white 
vertical stripe just ahead of the 
fuselage cross. 


99. Adifferent view of Friedrichs’ 
accident, which illustrates the 
turquoise blue under surface of the 
D.VII fuselage and the cross positions 
on the lower wing. The national 
insignia on the lower wings of the D.VII 
at far left have been changed to 
Balkenkreuz insignia with thick white 
borders. The wheel covers and struts 
of these aircraft were all evidently in 
factory finish; it is difficult to say 
whether or not the unit’s chrome 
yellow colour was yet applied to the 
noses of these machines. 


100. Another early production D.VII 
assigned to Jasta 10 was 244/18, 
which would become the machine of 
Ltn. Aloys Heldmann. It is seen here 
very early in its career, with markings CH 
in apparent transition. The iron cross A499 
insignia on the top wing were further 
outboard than those seen on 
Friedrichs’ 234/18. The peculiar 
crosses on the fuselage and rudder 
are unexplained, but were perhaps the 
result of a misinterpretation of the 
March 17 directive. The painting of the 
lower section of the rudder in olive 
dope was a feature seen only on a few 
aircraft early in the production 
sequence. Note that some cowling 
panels were removed to facilitate 
cooling. The unique crosses on this 
rudder and fuselage were probably 
soon altered to more correct form by 
Jasta 10 personnel. 
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101. The chrome yellow of Jasta 10 
was applied to the nose of 244/18, but 
perhaps not to the struts or wheel 
covers. Heldmann’s personal markings 
took the form of his initials in stylistic 
script on the starboard top wing (also in 
chrome yellow) and a black and white 
chequerboard pattern on the tailplane 
surfaces. Heldmann recalled that he flew 
this D.VII from April until August 1918 
and scored several victories in it. 
Ironically, the well-known photos of 244/ 
18 were taken circa July 1918 when it 
was borrowed by Lothar von Richthofen 
(Jasta 11 commander). When 
interviewed by Jon Guttman in 1988, 
Herr Heldmann stressed that it was 
indeed his aircraft. Lothar is seen here 
with his father Major Albrecht von 
Richthofen; the occasion for this series 
of photos is said to have been Lothar’s 
30th victory (the 500th for the 
Geschwader). If true, it dates the photo 
as taken on July 25, shortly after Lothar’s 
return from convalescence from his 
most recent wounding. 


102. A less familiar aspect of 244/18, 
with Lothar von Richthofen in the 
cockpit. The starboard outer wheel 
cover was an unrecorded light colour, 
not chrome yellow, and the port wheel 
covers were missing entirely. The 
national insignia on the rudder and 
fuselage were converted from the initial 
form in the same manner as those on 
234/18, to produce the ‘thick’ style of 
cross bars of roughly 1:3 ratio (width to 
length). While the fuselage cross had the 
white borders applied correctly to the 
length of the cross bars only (as 
specified on May 13 1918), such ‘thick’ 
style crosses were distinctly out-of-date 
by this time. The crosses on the wings 
were altered by painting over the thicker 
ends of the iron cross bars to achieve 
more correct proportions. The form of 
exhaust exit should also be noted. 
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103. Another view of Lothar in D.VII 
244/18, which emphasizes the 
disparity of areas of the streaked olive 
camouflage. The white panel which 
formed the background for the original 
fuselage cross was apparently 
overpainted with solid olive dope 
which appears practically black. 


104. As his father looks on, Lothar 
von Richthofen prepares for a flight in 
D.VII 244/18. Heldmann’s ‘AH’ emblem 
can just be seen on the top wing. 
Heldmann achieved his seventh 
victory in this aircraft on June 23, a 
Spad S7231 of Spa. 62 (described as 
having a, ‘red motor hood and blue 
Gallic rooster on the fuselage’ in his 
combat report) flown by Sgt. Voisin, 
who was taken prisoner. Having 
served in Jasta 10 since November 
1916, Heldmann would finish the war 
with 15 victories and live to be one of 
the last survivors of the Richthofen 
Geschwader. 


Plate 14A) 

Typical under surface 
scheme of dark green and 
mauve segments — in this 
case augmented by per- 
sonal white snake marking. 


Plate 15A) 

Under surface detail com- 
mon to Jasta 10 Dis: 
white-outlined lower wing 
crosses and their positions 
were hallmarks of OAW- 
built versions. 
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Plate 14) Albatros D.III (OAW), serial number and pilot unknown, 1917. 
Finished in typical style with varnished fuselage, dark green and mauve camouf- 
lage with pale blue under wings and tailplane, clear-doped rudder and grey/ 
green metal panels and struts. The Jasta 10 colour has been applied to the nose 
and tail, the pilot's personal white ‘snake’ marking along the fuselage — see 
Photos 76 and 79, pages 30 and 31. 


Plate 15) Albatros D.III (OAW), serial 
number and pilot unknown, 1917. 
Finished as per Plate 14 but with yellow 
wheel covers and black (?) and white 
rear fuselage bands — note how the 
Jasta marked these machines with indi- 
vidual numbers under the centre struts 
— see Photo 78, page 31. 


Plate 16) Pfalz D.III, serial number and pilot unknown, 1917. 

This profile is based on the third Pfalz from the left in the famous Pfalz D.III line-up 
(see Photo 88); It clearly had a white tail. While the serial is unknown, Aloys Held- 
mann did say his earlier camouflaged Pfalz had a white tail and probably a later 
aluminium one did too. Heldmann is recorded as having flown a D.III serial 4117/ 
17. For upper wing markings style see Plate 22A. 


Jasta 10 profiles © R L Rimell/Albatros Productions Ltd., 1995. 
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Plate 17) Pfalz D.\lla, serial and pilot unknown, 1918. 

This somewhat speculative reconstruction is based on Photo 96 (page 36). 
The fuselage is shown painted red but equally it could have been black — you 
choose: The white outlines to the fuselage and rudder markings are unusually 
large. e 


Plate 18A) 

The wings are four-colour printed 
fabric with tapes cut from the 
same material; the original ‘iron 
cross' markings have been con- 
verted using a neutral colour and 
the pilot's initials painted on the 
starboard side of the wing in yel- 


Plate 17A) 
low. 


Upper surface detail, Plate 17; 
large upper-wing insignia. 


Plate 18) Fokker D.VII 244/18, Ltn. Aloys Heldman, 1918. 
This well documented D.VII (see photos on page 38) was an early Fokker-built 
machine with olive streaking on fuselage and tailplane, turquoise below, solid 
olive axle fairing (as most D.Vils) and four-colour printed fabric on wings as the 
factory finish. The unit colour has been applied to the nose and the tailplane 
decorated in black and white squares — note the black/white/red streamers. 


Plate 19) Fokker D.VII, serial number unknown, Offizier — Stellvertreter 
Paul Aue, 1918. 

Finished in similar style to Heldmann’s D.VII but with yellow wheels and struts, 
the converted cross style of the fuselage is different and similar treatment may 
have been applied to the wings but this is unclear from Photo 106 on opposite 
page (41). The machine bears the Saxon coat of arms on its fuselage but pre- Plate 18B) 
cise details of it are lacking hence this provisional reconstruction. Lower wing detail. 


Jasta 10 profiles © R L Rimell/Albatros Productions Ltd., 1995. 
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105. Ltn. Friedrichs and his Fokker 
(serial unknown, but possibly 309/18) 
in typical early production model finish. 
Besides a yellow nose, this D.VII was 
emblazoned with a heraldic crest as a 
personal marking. The derivation of this 
insignia is unconfirmed, but Aloys 
Heldmann recalled that Friedrichs’ 
aircraft bore the colours of Schleswig- 
Holstein. A native Westphalian, 
Friedrichs did serve for a time in the 
Holstein Infantry Regiment No. 85; a 
prominent emblem in the 19th Century 
military heraldry of the two duchies 
was a double-headed eagle, which may 
have formed part of the insignia seen 
here. The tails of aircraft were still 
favoured locations for personal colours 
also, as evidenced by the D.VII in the 
background. A 21-victory ace, 
Friedrichs died on July 15 1918 when 
the unstable phosphorus ammunition 
in his D.VII 309/18 ignited and set the 
aircraft aflame. He was able to take to 
his parachute, but the harness snagged 
Fig. 9. An early-production Fokker D.VII flown by Ltn. Friedrichs, with on the tailplane and the 'chute failed. 
typical streaked camouflage finish. It bore standard Jasta 10 yellow He had only recently been nominated 
colouration on the nose, wheel covers and cabane and undercarriage for the Pour le Mérite. (USAF Museum 
struts. Apparently a coloured band was applied just ahead of the via Jon Guttman) 

fuselage cross, and a heraldic crest of unknown significance was 

added as well. Any design which may have appeared on the dark left 106. His Fokker D.VII provides an 

side of this shield device is difficult to discern, thus is left undefined. impressive backdrop for the diminutive 
Offizier-Stellvertreter Paul Aue. This 
machine was evidently another early 
Fokker product with streaked olive 
dope on the fuselage. Strong sunlight 
has nearly washed out the olive section 
of the vertical stabilizer (which is just 
visible in the original photo) and has 
made the chrome yellow nose, and 
possibly wheels, lighter than usual. Aue 
decorated his D.VII with the coat of 
arms of his native Saxony on the 
fuselage, and apparently fitted a non- 
standard windscreen. Aue scored his 
first victory as a two-seater pilot in 
Kagohl 5 in October 1916, and added 
nine more during his long service in 
Jasta 10. By his own account Aue was 
an intensely dedicated pilot; after being 
wounded on September 19 1917, he 
continued on active service for nearly a 
year before being forced to seek 
hospital treatment. 

(Dr Volker Koos) 
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107. The final commander of 
Jagdstaffel 10 was Ltn. Arthur 
Laumann, who marked his D.VII witha f 
personal insignia of his initials applied e Ki 
ornately on a band of unrecorded 
colour. This aircraft was a later product 
of the Fokker factory, finished in four- 
colour fabric overall; it would have most 
certainly sported the unit's yellow 
markings on its nose and perhaps 
struts and wheel covers as well. Having 
achieved 22 victories, Laumann was 
posted to Jasta 10 from Jasta 66 to 
take command following 
Loewenhardt's tragic death. The war's 
end would find him with the Pour le 
Mérite and 27 victories to his credit. 


Jasta 11 


108. Though blemished, this photo is 
important as it is believed to show Ltn. 
Georg Simon's Albatros D.III D.2015/ 
16 on the Jasta 11 airfield before its 
capture on June 4 1917. It was painted 
in the unit's red colour over the entire 
fuselage and tail, with the exception of 
a personal marking of a light green 
band aft of the cockpit. From this 
photo it seems likely that, in common 
with some other Jasta 11 Albatros 
fighters, the national markings on the 
fuselage and vertical tail surfaces 
were overpainted with red paint as 
well, no white cross outlines are 
visible. A well-documented example of 
the unit practice (common in May- 
June 1917) of applying red to most of 
the fuselage and tail, with a separate 
colour on a portion of the airframe to 
identify the pilot. (Via H H Wynne) 


109. D.2015/16 was shot down on 
June 4 by Capt. Chapman of 29 Sqdn. 
RFC and Simon was taken prisoner. 
Official reports on this Albatros 
recorded the colours in detail. British 
national markings were later painted 
on the aircraft, but the rest of its 
colours remained unaltered. Note the 
sheen reflected off the nose, apparent 
in several photos. This D.III was given 
the British capture number G.42. 


110. As with all early D.III machines in 
the D1910-D.2199/16 range, D.2015/ 
16 featured a centrally-mounted 
radiator in the upper wing. The reports 
on this aircraft make it clear that there 
were three camouflage colours on the 
top wing (and probably the bottom as 
well) though the olive green on the 
starboard wing is nearly 
indistinguishable from the dark 
‘Venetian Red’ on the middle section. 
The reports also mention that a small 
tube (about 3cm internal diameter) 
was fitted, ‘. . . in the side of the pilot's 
cockpit about the level of the pilot's 
elbow, projecting outside the fuselage 
and pointing slightly downwards and 
backwards ... (it) is probably of use 
when firing a light from a signalling 
pistol’. This tube was apparently 
mounted on the port side of the 
cockpit. 


111. This view of the much- 
photographed G.42 (D.III D.2015/16) is 
one that indicates there were indeed 
three sections of camouflage colour 
on the top wing. 


112. The classic example of Jasta 11 
markings for late Spring-early 
Summer 1917 is Ltn. Karl 
Allmenréder’s D.III D.629/17. The red 
colour of the Staffel was applied to the 
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entire fuselage and tail, with the 
exception of a white nose and elevator 
which served to identify the pilot. The 
wings remained in the usual 
camouflage, probably similar to that 
seen on Simon's D.III. Allmenroder was 
one of the leading pilots of the Jasta in 
May and June, earning the Pour Le 
Mérite on the 14th of the latter month. 
He was eventually credited with 30 
victories. (Via N H Hauprich) 


113. Allmenrdder in the cockpit of his 
D.III (Note the offset radiator which 
characterized D.III machines from 
D.2200/16 onwards). Upon formation of 
Jagdgeschwader I, Allmenroder was 
named commander of Jasta 11; on 
June 26 he downed his 30th victory. 
However, he did not enjoy his success 
for long, as he was killed in action the 
next day. Contrary to a long-held belief, 
Allmenrdéder did not fall to the fire of 
Canadian ace Raymond Collishaw; 
Allmenroder was killed in the morning 
and Collishaw’s action took place in the 
evening. It now seems likely that the 
German ace fell to ground fire. (Via H J 
Nowarra) 


114. The redoubtable Jasta 11 ace 
Kurt Wolff poses with dark-painted 
Albatros D.III 632/17. Wolff would attain 
the Pour le Mérite and command of 
Jasta 11 before his death on 
September 15 1917. The colours of this 
Albatros cannot be confirmed, though 
the dark fuselage paint was applied 
over the national insignia on the 
fuselage in typical Staffel fashion, while 
the cross on the fin and rudder 
remained visible. 


115. This photo was previously 
published with captions describing it as 
the crash of Ltn. Kurt Wolff on the 
railrway tracks near Courtrai on July 11 
1917, after he was wounded and shot 
down by Sopwith Triplanes of No10 
Squadron RNAS. The truth of this 
description cannot be established by 
the author, but this clear print of the 
photo was deemed of sufficient interest 
regardless. The serial number 2099/16 
is seen repainted in a light colour 
against the dark coloured fin. The entire 
rear fuselage was an unknown dark 
colour, while the forward fuselage and 
the underside of the wings and tailplane 
were in standard factory finish. 
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116. In a photo possibly taken at 
Armee Flug Park 4, brand new 
Albatros D.V fighters of the first 
production batch await delivery to 
combat units. Note the disparity of the 
dark green and mauve camouflage 
colours on the wings and tailplanes, 
as well as the high headrests 
characteristic of some early 
production D.V aircraft; these were 
unpopular with pilots and were often 
removed at the Jasta level. The 
second machine from the foreground 
is D1177/17, which was delivered to 
Jagdgeschwader | and was flown by 
Manfred von Richthofen. At that time it 
was overpainted to some extent, as 
von Richthofen’s combat report of 
June 23 describes this aircraft as 
having a, ‘red body’. 


117. Around the end of June 1917, A116 
Rittmeister von Richthofen paid a visit 
to Gontrode, apparently in company 
with another JG I member; the two 
Albatros D.V aircraft flown by the pair 
were photographed there at the 
headquarters base of Kagohi 3. One 
German album in which this photo z Mi e 
appears identifies the D.V in the BEE e- 
foreground specifically as von A1? V118 

Richthofen’s ‘red fighter aircraft’. It l 

has been presumed that this D.V is 
D41177/17 with the headrest removed. 
This is certainly possible but it cannot 
be proven. Close inspection of the 
photo seems to indicate the entire 
fuselage, tail assembly, and 
undercarriage were overpainted red, 
obscuring all national markings. The 
fact that the upper wing crosses were 
also apparently overpainted may just 
indicate that the wings were given a 
thin coat of red paint, through which 
the factory camouflage pattern 
remains visible. This D.V may in fact 
have been one of the rare von 
Richthofen aircraft that actually was 
tall red’, although this is impossible to 
define, especially with regards to the 
undersides of the wings. The Albatros 
D.V in the background is also largely 
overpainted. The giant airship hangar 
housed Gotha G.IV bombers of Kagohi 
3. (NASM via Suzanne Hayes) 


118. Manfred von Richthofen (far 
right) chats with Kagho/ 3 commander 
Hauptmann Rudolf Kleine (left) ina 
view of the same occasion as the 
previous photo. In the centre of the 
group is Obitn. Gerlich, the adjutant of 


Kagohl 3. This photo emphasizes the Fig. 10. Albatros D.V flown by Rittmeister von Richthofen in June 1917. 
visibility of the camouflage on the Red paint was applied to the entire fuselage, tail and landing gear, 
upper wing of von Richthofen’s D.V at almost completely obliterating the national markings. It is suggested 
far left, yet it remains possible this was that the wings were completely overpainted as well with a translucent 


still discernible under a thin coat of layer of red, though this cannot be confirmed. It is believed this was D.V 
red paint of poor covering quality. serial number D1177/17. 
(NASM via Suzanne Hayes) 
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Fig. 11. The Albatros D.V in which von Richthofen was shot down on 
July 6 1917. Red paint was applied to the tail, struts, nose, wheel covers 
and the upper surfaces of both wings. The subdued appearance of the 


white outline of the cross on the plywood fuselage possibly indicates 
an overpainting or an attempt to remove it. The serial number of this 
D.V is unknown, although similar markings are recorded for D.V 4693/ 
17, which was flown later. 


A119 


119. Jagdgeschwader | commander 
von Richthofen flew a different D.V on 
this visit to one of the German naval air 
units in Flanders. This is almost 
certainly the same aircraft in which he 
was later wounded on July 6 1917. 
Although frequently illustrated and 
modelled, this D.V presents some 
puzzling aspects in its appearance. 
After years of discussion and research 
the true identity of this machine, which 
von Richthofen’s combat report of July 
2 describes as decorated with, ‘red 
cowling, tail and wings’, remains 
unknown. This D.V seems to match 
this description, yet the black and 
white fuselage cross presents a 
‘toned-down’ appearance, suggesting 
an attempt was made to subdue it in 
some way. 


120. On July 6 1917 von Richthofen 
suffered a head wound in an attack on 
the FE2d of Capt. D C Cunnell and Lt. A 
E Woodridge of No. 20 Squadron RFC. 
He subsequently made a forced 
landing as recorded in this and the 
following photo. The red paint on the 
nose was confined to the spinner and 
a band around the cowling, and a 
‘band’ of darker colour seems to 
appear in front of the red tail. Again, 
the ‘hazy’ white outline around the 
national insignia on the fuselage is 
noted; perhaps the entire fuselage 
was given a translucent coat of 
thinned-down paint? 


121. Another view of the same D.V 
shows the definite overpainting of the 
wing crosses, and probably the whole 
upper surfaces of both wings, in red 
paint. 
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122. Atsome period during Summer 
1917, the red decoration which had 
been the hallmark of Jasta 11 aircraft 
was Standardized into the following 
unit marking: a red nose back to the 
leading edge of the cockpit, red 
wheels, and red struts. Though the 
uncertainties of wartime supply and 
maintenance must have prevented the 
precise application of these markings 
to every unit aircraft, photographs 
indicate they were in widespread use. 
This colourful line-up of Jasta 11 D.V 
fighters illustrates the extent of the red 
nose marking consistently on each 
machine. The pilots’ personal colours 
have been applied to all surfaces of 
the tail units, which von Richthofen 
had proclaimed as the best method of 
personal identification. In addition, the 
first two Albatros machines were 
further decorated with individual 
fuselage markings to supplement the 
tail colours. The second D.V from the 
left is that of Ltn. Franz Miller and 
sported a white tail with the rear 
fuselage overpainted in green 
(including the outlines of the cross) 
with a narrow white band at its forward 
edge. The colours applied to the other 
aircraft are not known, although the 
third machine appears to have had 
only a white tail in addition to the unit 
marking. The two central D.V aircraft 
display painted camouflage on their 
wing upper surfaces, in green and 
mauve and perhaps a third colour. The 
other two have printed fabric on their 
wings. (Via H H Wynne) 


123. A closer view of the same line- 
up, as Jasta 11 personnel ready the 
aircraft for flight. The D.V in the 
foreground is Milller’s. The 
camouflage patterns on the wings and 
the red unit markings are clearly in 
evidence here. When interviewed by 
Jon Guttman in 1981, Jasta 11 ace Carl 
August von Schoenebeck recalled that 
his Albatros D.V was decorated ina 
fashion similar to these. It bore the red 
unit decoration in identical manner, a 
lilac tail for personal identification, 
and wings in printed camouflage 
fabric, probably four-colour. 


124. This Jasta 11 Albatros D.V was 
at the Flieger Abteilung 33 airfield at 
Moorseele when photographed, with 
Manfred von Richthofen himself in the 
cockpit. Another view of this occasion 
(see Over the Front, Volume 2, Number 
3, Autumn 1987, page 272) shows that 
this D.V was painted almost exactly 
like Franz Miller’s aircraft, and may 
have been the same machine after 
further decoration was added. The tail 
was no longer entirely white, but was 
largely overpainted in a dark colour 
with the rudder remaining white. The 
demarcation line of the red nose 
colour just ahead of the cockpit is 
visible in this photo, although 
somewhat obscured by the shadow of 


the top wing. A Jasta 11 Albatros D.III 
was also present, its tail just 
discernible on the original print. 


125. In an autographed photo from 
his book Jagd in Flanderns Himmel, 
the Geschwader adjutant Karl 
Bodenschatz plays with a unit mascot 
in front of several Jasta 11 Albatros 
D.V fighters. Although this poor- 
quality photo suffers from retouching, 
it does serve to further illustrate the 
consistent pattern of red noses, 
wheels and struts on aircraft from this 
unit. (Karl Bodenschatz via George H 
Williams) 


126. Von Richthofen reportedly 
landed this OAW-built Albatros D.III at 
the Varsenaere airfield of the 2. Marine 
Feldflieger Abteilung in mid-August 
1917. Perhaps because the Albatros 
D.V continued to be plagued with wing 
failures and the D.III(OAW) had 
reinforced lower wings, examples of 
the latter type supplemented the D.V 
in Jagdgeschwader | in late Summer- 
Autumn of 1917. In fact, Idflieg 
considered the D.III to be more 
robustly constructed than the D.V, and 
von Richthofen was thoroughly 
disillusioned and disgusted with all 
Albatros fighters by this time. This 
D.III(OAW) bore typical Jasta 11 
markings on its wheels, struts, and 
nose, while the remainder of the 
fuselage was varnished plywood. 
Beyond the fact that the wings were 
finished in green and mauve 
camouflage on their upper surfaces, it 
is difficult to say anything further 
regarding the colours of this machine. 
(Via H H Wynne) 
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127. Familiar photo of von Richthofen 
introducing Jasta 11 pilots to General 
Ludendorff, dated as August 19 1917 in 
Jagd in Flanderns Himmel. The D.V in 
the background is D.2059/17, one of 
several flown by von Richthofen. The 
struts, wheels, fuselage and horizontal 
tail surfaces were apparently 
overpainted red, obscuring the black 
and white fuselage cross in common 
Jasta 11 fashion. The wings seem to 
have remained in factory finish green 
and mauve camouflage. It has 
previously been assumed that the fin 
retained its original varnished ply 
finish (since the serial number is 
visible) and that the rudder was printed 
fabric. However, good quality prints 
reveal no ‘lozenge’ pattern on the 
rudder, which would more likely have 
originally been clear-doped fabric for 
an aircraft in this serial number 
sequence. It is the author’s belief (and 
that of some others) that both the fin 
and rudder were thinly overpainted in 
red, but without touching the white 
outline of the national insignia; the 
serial number could well have 
remained discernible through the 
translucent coating. (Via H H Wynne) 
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128. Classic portrait of the 
Jagdgeschwader | Kommandeur 
Manfred von Richthofen in the cockpit 
of an Albatros D.V. The aircraft clearly 
displays the definitive Jasta 11 unit 
marking of a red forward fuselage, the 
demarcation line being a vertical line 
at the leading edge of the cockpit. The 
fuselage aft of the unit colour is 
varnished ply, as evidenced by the 
weights table just visible on the 
original print. (Via H Hugh Wynne) di 


129. Apparently a few examples of A130 V131 
the Pfalz D.III and D.Illa occasionally 
served alongside Albatros fighters in 
Jasta 11. D.III 1369/17 exhibited dark 
markings on the nose, wheels and 
struts in a pattern precisely consistent 
with Jasta 11 marking practice, and it 
is assumed it did indeed belong to the 
unit. The tail assembly was painted 
white as a pilot’s personal marking, 
supplemented by a dark fuselage 
band which may have been red or 
black. Also noteworthy is the non- 
standard white borders which were 
applied to the crosses on the fuselage 
and the undersides of the wings. The 
Albatros D.III (OAW) in the background 
appears to bear the Jasta 11 unit 
markings as well. 


130. Adifferent aspect of the 
presumed Jasta 11 Pfalz D.III, showing 
the white outline on the underwing 
insignia. At least one Jasta 11 pilotis 
recorded as having flown a Pfalz Dia: 
Leutnant von Linsingen crashed Dia 
4223/17 on January 24 1918 and was 
hospitalized. 


131 and 132. In late August 1917 the 
first two operational Fokker triplanes 
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(modified V.4 types, military 
designation ‘F’) were allocated to JG I. e 
Anthony Fokker himself soon arrived 
as well, to promote and film his latest 
product. He is seen in the cockpit of F.I 
102/17 at Marckebeeke airfield near 
Courtrai, discussing his design with 
Major-General von Lossberg (Chief of 
the General Staff of the German 4. i 
Armee) and Richthofen. 102/17 was d 
assigned to Jasta 11 and was flown by | 
Richthofen and by Staffelfitihrer Kurt i. 
Wolff. The Rittmeister achieved his 
60th and 61st victories in this 
machine, but Obit. Wolff was shot 
down and killed in iton September 15 
1917. Both Fl triplanes were finished in 
turquoise overall before the streaky VW 
olive camouflage dope was applied to 4 R 
the upper surfaces. The lack of wingtip -~-~ 7 ` e tee 
skids and the curved leading edge of e, 
the tailplane were features peculiar to ? i A K 
the F.I aircraft. The Werk Nr. 1729 is Gen Sack, 
visible at the base of the white rudder Sn ne Ne S / ierg j 
on the photo at right. E e eg T N E p 
A132 


133. Seventeen of the first Dr.l fighters 
to leave the Fokker factory were 
dispatched to Jasta 11 in late September 
and October 1917, making that unit the 
Ki < first to operate the type in strength. The 
rig éd $ : ~ > Dr.l was still so relatively unknown that it 
mY, . was sometimes mistaken for the 
Sopwith Triplane, a fact which worked 
both for and against the Jasta 11 pilots. 
Vizefeldwebel Josef Lautenschlager 
died flying Dr.I 113/17 when he was 
mistakenly shot down by a pilot of 
another Jasta on October 29. His aircraft 
crashed north of Houthulst Forest and is 
seen here under guard. The visible 
components of the machine bore only 
the standard factory finish, and the 
varying angles of the streaking are 
clearly delineated. 


134. 1n time, the red colour of Jasta 11 
was applied to the unit’s triplanes. In 
theory, this was to be carried out on the 
engine cowlings and interplane struts, 
and often on the other struts and wheel 
covers as well. In practice this 
application was hardly universal. 
Wartime conditions of supply and 
maintenance ensured that some 
triplanes would serve in partial unit 
markings or none at all, as evidenced by 
photographs. This Dr.I — reportedly with 
Ltn. Günther Pastor in the cockpit — may 
have been painted red in some or all the 
described locations. In addition, the 
white fields behind the crosses on the 
fuselage and rudder were painted over 
in solid olive to attain the officially- 
mandated 5cm-wide borders (this was 
incorrect for the rudder, which should 
have remained white). This was a 
common Jasta 11 practice. Pastor was 
killed on October 31 1917 when his Dr) 
121/17 crashed due to the structural 
failure of the top wing, one of two fatal 
accidents which led to the grounding of 
all Drls pending an official investigation. 
(Via P S Leaman) 
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137. These Jasta 11 triplanes were 
photographed during a brief visit to 
the airfield of Jasta 17, probably in 
January 1918. The machine on the left 
has the redesigned ailerons of greater 
area on both upper wingtips. The shiny 
finish of the cowlings may indicate 
that these components were painted 
red, but the interplane struts were 
clearly turquoise blue when this 
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photograph was taken. The cross 
fields of the Dr.I on the left have been 
overpainted, but not those on the 
other aircraft. The second person from 
the left (at the wingtip, hands in 
pockets) is Karl Wasenmiller, the 
Jasta 17 clerk in whose album this 
photo originated; most of the rest of 
the personnel are Jasta 17 
groundcrew. 


135. The investigation of the Dr.I wing 
failures led to orders for the 
production of strengthened top wings 
and redesigned ailerons. In late 
December 1917 the first batch of 15 
triplanes with modified wings arrived 
at Jasta 11, and one of these was 144/ 
17. Like some others in this batch, this 
triplane was fitted with asymmetrical 
ailerons as a method of using up 
existing stocks of the old form (and 
also increasing the aircraft's rate of 
roll to the right). The starboard aileron 
was of the first design, which originally 
had an aerodynamic balance of 
greater chord and area, but which was 
now reduced. The port aileron was of 
the new design with greater area. As 
most readers know, 144/17 was the 
first Dr.l to fall into Allied hands intact 
when Ltn. Eberhard Stapenhorst was 
brought down by ground fire while 
attacking a British balloon on January 
13 1918. Stapenhorst was taken 
prisoner and the triplane was 
thoroughly examined and reported on 
by British authorities. 


136. Dr. 144/17, though somewhat 
the worse for wear, was a valuable 
prize and became the subject of 
reports by both the Ministry of 
Munitions and by Flight magazine 
which describe its markings. It was 
finished in standard Fokker ‘streaky’ 
camouflage with the usual stencilling. 
A personal marking of a black and 
white chequer band was painted on 
the fuselage, though much of this 
paint had flaked away by the time the 
photos were taken. The struts and 
wheel covers were obviously factory- 
finished only. To the author’s 
knowledge, no mention is made of the 
colour of the cowling in any of the 
reports; however, one might assume 
that if the cowling had been red it 
probably would have been mentioned 
and it seems likely that the cowling 
was the usual solid olive colour. 


139. Vizefeldwebel Edgar Scholz is 
shown in one of his Jasta 11 triplanes 
(serial unknown) which was marked 
with a dark-coloured band adjacent to 
the national insignia. The cross fields 
were painted over in typical Jasta 11 
fashion, but the most noteworthy 
feature of this Dr.l was the removal of 
the axle wing. A seven-victory ace, 
Scholz was a member of the Kette 
(flight) led by Rittmeister von 
Richthofen in the fatal encounter of 
April 21 1918. Scholz survived his 
Geschwader-Kommandeur by only 
eleven days, crashing fatally in Dr) 
591/17 when he stalled on take-off 
from Cappy on May 2. Ironically, the 
order promoting him to Leutnant 
came through only briefly after his 
death, and he was promoted 
posthumously. (Via P S Leaman) 


140. Ltn. Werner Steinhauser is 
pictured swinging the Axial airscrew of 
this Jasta 11 Dr.l for another 
(unidentified) pilot. This colourful 
triplane was fitted with two original 
style ailerons that have had the chord 
of their aerodynamic balances 
reduced. The dark wheel covers, 
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138. Dr.l 139/17 was one of the batch 
of triplanes with modified wings 
dispatched to Jasta 11 in December 
1917, but both of its ailerons were of 
the new design with greater area. Ltn. 
von Conta flew this and several other 
Dri fighters during February 1918; 
here it appears during a visit to 
Valenciennes, at the field of 
Jagdstaffelschule | (fighter squadron 
school I). The wheel covers, though 
worn, may have been red along with 
the cowling. Personal markings 
consisted of a light-coloured circle 
ahead of the fuselage cross, with a 
white band superimposed on it. This 
long-serving Dr.| was transferred to 
Jasta 5 in early May, where it was 
flown by Offizier-Stellvertreter Josef 
Mai in substantially altered markings. 
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141. Dr. 161/17 was dispatched from 
Schwerin on December 16 1917. In 
March 1918 this Jasta 11 triplane was 
flown by Manfred von Richthofen ona 
visit to Jasta 5, where this photo was 
taken. The cowling, interplane struts 
and possibly cabane struts were 
apparently red, and the remainder of 
the machine finished similarly to 152/ 


17. 
V141 


cowlings, and struts were all likely red, 
but the colours of the diagonal cross 
and fuselage band are not as 
identifiable. The ‘facial’ markings on the 
cowling (in yellow?) were no doubt 
inspired by Voss’ F.I 103/17. The rudder 
was white, and the possibility of 
tailplane markings cannot be ruled out. 
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142, 143 and 144. Jasta 11 
commander Ltn. Lothar von 
Richthofen was badly injured on March 
13 1918 when his Dr.I 454/17 
underwent failure of the top wing 
leading edge and crashed. He had 
engaged in a dogfight between a 
massed formation of JG | fighters led 
by his brother and an equally large 
number of RFC aircraft. Both Capt. AH 
Orlebar of No.73 Squadron (Sopwith 
Camels) and the No. 62 Squadron crew 
of Capts. G F Hughes and H Claye 
claimed to have downed a Dr.l that lost 
its upper wing, the latter two 
describing the ‘red nosed triplane’ in 
their combat report. The degree to 
which they contributed to Lothar’s fall 
is unknown. In any case the aircraft did 
not lose the entire wing and Lothar was 
able to bring it down in a glide, until he 
crashed near Awoingt. The rear 
fuselage tailplane and rudder were 
painted in Lothar’s personal light 
yellow colour. It has been suggested 
the top wing was also overpainted 
yellow — if so the camouflage 
streaking showed through this thin 
overcoat in a very pronounced manner. 
The cross fields on the upper wing 
were clearly of a darker shade, and this 
applies somewhat to those on the 
fuselage as well. Note the sheen on the 
light yellow paint on the tailplane. 


145. JG | ground personnel have 
begun the salvage of the remains of 
454/17 in this photo. The damaged top 
wing has been removed and turned 
over, revealing its turquoise underside. 
The red cowling and cabane struts are 
clearly seen. Lothar’s use of a lemon 
yellow as a personal marking 
stemmed from the colour of his old 
regiment, Dragoner-Regiment von 
Bredow Nr.4. The severe facial injuries 
Lothar suffered in this incident would 
keep him out of action for four months. 
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146, 147 and 148. These familiar 
photos of Dr.l 163/17 were taken on 
March 17 1918 when Lin. Hans Karl 
von Linsingen flew it to the 
Boistrancourt airfield of Jasta 5 in the 
company of Rittmeister von 
Richthofen, who flew the Jasta 6 Dr) 
525/17. Fokker Dr.l 163/17 was flown 
by several pilots, and the origin of the 
black-bordered white band for 
personal identification is unclear. Ltn. 
von Conta flew this machine 
operationally in February, and the 
aircraft continued in Jasta 11 service 
until it was ‘handed down’ to Jasta 34b 
in early May. The cowling of this Dr 
may have been red, but no other unit 
markings are apparent; the starboard 
wheel cover is clearly in factory finish, 
while the other is a light colour. In the 
background are the familiar 
Boistrancourt hangars of Jasta 5 and 
some of their Albatros D.Vs. 
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Plate 20A) 

Based on capture reports 
which state the upper wing 
colours as : ‘Pale Brun- 
swick Green and White/ 
Dark Venetian Red/Olive 
Green’; Lower wing pattern 
is speculative. The thin red 


pint ised on He fiselage Plate 20) Albatros D.III 2015/16, Ltn. Georg Simon, 1917. 

lege nen enon Ae á Ltn. Simon was shot down by Capt. CMB Chapman of No.29 Squadron, RFC on 

national markings and ser- r June 4 1917 and taken prisoner. This aircraft became the subject of RFC 

ERR reports, numerous photos and given the capture number G42, Though in 
Allied hands some three weeks before the formation of Jagdgeschwader I, its 
colour scheme is though to be indicative of Jasta 11 practice of this period. 
The colours shown are based closely on the report description. — see photos 
on page 42, 


Plate 22A) 

Upper surface detail — 
note plain, small style wing 
crosses, 


Plate 21) Albatros D.V, serial unk., Ltn. Carl August von Schoenebeck. 

This machine left the factory with clear-varnished ply fuselage; wings and tail- 
plane covered in four- or five-colour printed fabric and white-outlined insignia 
in the usual eight positions. Here it is depicted in typical Jasta 11 fashion with 
forward fuselage, struts and wheel covers in unit red and the tail surfaces in 
the pilots personal colour; lilac in von Schoenebeck’'s case. This profile is 
based on the pilot's own description rather than from photographic evidence. 
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Plate 22) Pfalz D.III 1369/17, pilot unknown, 1917. 

Finished overall in Silbergrau with red nose, struts and wheel covers, this 
machine had a white tailplane and dark rear fuselage band shown here as 
black, but it could have been red. Note that fuselage and lower wing crosses 
only were white outlined — at least when the photos on page 48 were taken... 


Jasta 11 profiles OR L Rimell/Albatros Productions Ltd., 1995. 
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Plate 23A) 
Weiss’ Drl from 
above — wing 
cross style is 
speculative. 


Plate 23) Fokker Drl 545/17, Ltn. 
Hans Weiss, 1918. 

Finished in the usual olive streaked 
camouflage with turquoise lower sur- 
faces, typical Jasta 11 decor has been 
applied — red cowling, wheel covers and 
struts. The personal colour of the pilot 
has been applied to the rear and upper 
fuselage as well as the top wing — see 
Photo 160, page 59. 


Plate 25A) 
Upper fuselage and tailplane detail. 


Plate 25) Fokker D.VII 286/18, Ltn. Willy Gabriel, 1918. 

This colourful machine is well documented (see pages 60 and 61) and is 
shown here in its interim colours. The Fokker factory sceme of olive/turquoise 
fuselage and four-colour printed fabric-covered wings has been enhanced by 
partial application of the Jasta colour and Gabriel's personal sky blue and 
orange markings on fuselage and tailplane. 


Plate 24) Fokker Dr.l 564/17 (?), Ltn Stein- 
hauser, 1918. 

Another typical Jasta 11 triplane, this time the 
pilot has added a fuselage band of red and 
golden yellow stripes and also extended the 
colours of his former regiment to both sides 
of the tailplane — see Photo 162, page 60. 


Plate 24A) 
Tailplane stripe 
widths are 
somewhat 
speculative and 
note the altered 
upper wing 
markings differ 
in ratio from 
those on fusel- 
age and rudder. 


Plate 26A) Upper surface detail, 
Plate 26. 


Plate 26) D.VII 286/18 

At a later date, Gabriel had orange stripes applied 
to the fuselage top and sides and the unit colour 
extended to the undercarriage legs and wheel 
covers — see Photo 165, page 61. 


Jasta 11 profiles © R L Rimell/Albatros Productions Ltd., 1995. 
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149. This ubiquitous photo of 
Richthofen’s 152/17 is still deserving 
of inclusion and fresh examination. 
The combat reports from Richthofen’s 
64th through 66th victories (mid- 
March 1918) describe its markings as, 
‘red top wing, red cowling, red wheels 
and red tail’, and the struts were 
obviously this colour as well. Triplane 
historian Alex Imrie has revealed that 
the red was extended up the fuselage 
top decking to a line just aft of the 
cockpit. This would have resulted ina 
basically ‘all red’ appearance when 
viewed from above, and this manner of 
colour display was used by other 
formation leaders in JG | as well. The 
lighter appearance of the cross fields 
on the upper wing was the result of the 
overpainting of the white square 
backgrounds with red. 


A150 W151 


150. Impressive group of Jasta 11 
triplanes on the former British airfield 
at Léchelle in late March 1918, 
displaying a variety of national insignia 
alterations. The rear fuselage and tail 
of the swastika-decorated machine 
may have been a shade of sky blue or 
turquoise; forward fuselage is a dark, 
solid colour (red?). The second Dr.l is 
502/17, its white tail striped in red or 
black; note the incomplete 
overpainting of the fuselage cross 
field, which undoubtedly appeared on 
the port side only. This was one of 
several Jasta 11 triplanes which 
sported coloured or striped tailplanes 
as a method of individual 
identification, and such decoration is 
likely on some of the other aircraft in 
this line-up. Most of these aircraft 
would probably have borne the unit’s 
red colour on their cowlings, and 
perhaps on some of the struts and : 
wheel covers as well. ? We Sa ER 
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151. (See bottom of page 56). The 
same Léchelle line-up of Photo 150 is 
seen in the background of this photo, 
which was labelled in a contemporary 
German album as ‘Manfred von 
Richthofen’s triplane’. The relative 
illegibility of the Werk Nr. on the 
underside of the top wing centre- 
section has led to differing 
interpretations of (and heated debate 
over) the serial number of this aircraft. 
Both 486/17 and 477/17 have been 
quoted, the latter being the machine in 
which von Richthofen achieved nine 
victories in March/April 1918; the 
actual identification of this Dr) 
remains controversial. What can be 
determined from the photo is that the 
cowling, wheel covers and at least the 
interplane struts were most probably 
red, and the upper surface of the top 
wing appears to have been 
overpainted a solid colour as well. This 
Dri and others in the unit were in the 
midst of modification of the national 
insignia to Balkenkreuze, and both the 
crosses on the rudder and fuselage 
appear on white backgrounds. 


152. While previously identified as 
477/17, this Dr.I has now been 
conclusively shown to have been 425/ 
17 — one of two ‘all-red’ triplanes 
flown by Richthofen, and in which he 
attained his final two victories 
(although it was not in these markings 
at that time). Seen here at Léchelle in 
late March, it would soon undergo the 
first of two changes in its form of 
national insignia. This aircraft was 
clearly red overall, with the exception 
of the black and white iron cross 
markings. The Drl beyond it was 
marked with five alternating black (7?) 
and white bands around the fuselage 
as a personal emblem. 
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153. Another aspect of 425/17 in its 
first stage of markings, in front of one 
of the Bessonneau hangars at 
Léchelle which formerly housed the 
R.E.8 aircraft of No15 Squadron. Both 


the airscrew and the engine wear 
protective coverings. Note the upside- 
down ‘V-shaped’ blemish or marking 
just below the cockpit, which will be 
seen again in Photo 159 on page 59. 


154. Ltn. Ernst Udet was personally 
recruited for JG | from the command 
of Jasta 37 by Richthofen, and he 
reported to Jasta 11 in late March 
1918. He soon rewarded the 
Rittmeister’s confidence by achieving 
his 21st victory and shortly thereafter 
was named acting CO of the Staffel. In 
his book Mein Fliegerleben this photo 
is captioned as having been taken 
immediately following his hard-fought 
duel with the Sopwith Camel of Lt.C R 
Maasdorp from No. 47 Squadron, who 
was killed after a tenacious dogfight 
(indeed, Udet's face still seems to 
show the strain of desperate combat). 
If true, this dates the photo as taken on 
March 28. Udet no doubt applied his 
usual ‘LO’ insignia to this Jasta 11 Dr.l, 
but unfortunately little else is known of 
its markings. Udet did not stay at Jasta 
11 for long, being sent on 
convalescent leave for a worsening 
ear infection shortly after his 23rd 
victory on April 6. 
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155. The Dri of Ltn. Richard Wenzl, 
thought to be 588/17, at Léechelle in 
early April 1918. Though only recently 
arrived from Jasta 31, Wenzl had 
already applied his personal markings 
to this machine in the form of a black 
and white fuselage band in the 
proportions of the Iron Cross ribbon 
with colours reversed. Furthermore, 
the leading edges of the wings have 
been decorated in black and white 
also to ensure personal identification 
from ahead. Next to Wenzl’s machine 
is one of Richthofen’s all-red triplanes, 
either 425/17 or more likely 152/17. 
The national markings on both these 
machines have only recently been 
altered to the initial form of 
Balkenkreuz used at JG I, with thick 
cross arms of roughly 1:3 ratio of 
width to length. 


156. A rear view of Wenzl’s Dr.l which 
displays the method of marking the 
new cross form on the wings. There is 
little doubt that this and other Drls of 
Jasta 11, by this period, bore the 
Staffel’s red colour on cowlings, wheel 
covers, and interplane struts, if not all 
struts. 


157. Abroad view of the triplanes of 
Jasta 11 at Léchelle, probably taken 
at the same time as the previous two 
photos. The three pilots in the 
foreground are, left to right: Uffz. 
Robert Eiserbeck, Ltn. Hans Weiss, 
and Vzfw. Edgar Scholz. Eiserbeck 
died on April 12 and the latter two 
were both killed on May 2. The 
second triplane from the right is 
certainly the same swastika-marked 
Dr.l seen before, now bearing a white 
rudder and early Ba/kenkreuze. To 
the left of it is Wenzl’s machine with 
the distinctive wing leading edges, 
and the next aircraft is probably 
Richthofen’s red Dr.I (most likely 152/ 
17). The sixth Dr.I from the right also 
bears some kind of striped or 
chequered decoration visible on its 
top wing. British combat reports of 
separate encounters with Jasta 11 on 
both April 20 and 21 describe a, ‘blue- 
tailed triplane’, but one can only 
wonder if it might have been the 
swastika-decorated aircraft? 


158. In his book The Fokker Triplane, 
Alex Imrie offers convincing evidence 
that this was Richthofen’s Drl 152/17 
in its red finish; it was preserved and 
exhibited in the Zeughaus Museum in 
Berlin. The crosses are of the initial 
‘thick’ style. At one time the cross on 
the fuselage was completely enclosed 
in a straight white border as seen in 
the preceding photos, but the red 
dope used to convert the insignia was 
of such poor quality that it 
deteriorated to reveal the white paint 
below, even exposing part of the 
curved white border to the original 
iron cross. 


161. In late April 1918, Jasta 11 
comrades Steinhäuser (left) and Wenzl 
pose with Wenzl’s Dr at Cappy 
aerodrome. This familiar photo shows 
the fuselage cross bars repainted to 
the almost correct specified ratio 
(width to length 1:4). This would also 
have applied to the unseen rudder 
cross, but the wing insignia (being 
harder to access) remained in their 
earlier proportions. Since Ltn. Wenzl’s 
black and white fuselage band 
obscured the military serial number 
(apparently 588/17) it was re-marked 
between the band and the lower arm of 
the fuselage cross. Ltn. Wenzl would 
later serve in both Jastas 6 and 4, 
surviving the war with 11 or 12 
confirmed claims. His book, entitled 
Richthofen-Flieger, is a valuable 
reference on JG I. 
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159. Probably the last surviving 
photo taken of Richthofen’s red Dr) 
425/17, shortly before it carried him to 
the fateful encounter over the Somme 
on April 21 1918. His 79th and 80th 
victories were recorded in this 
machine. The cross bars on the 
national markings have been changed 
to their ultimate configuration and the 
rudder overpainted white. The small 
blemish on the fabric seen just below 
the cockpit indicates that this is the 
same Dr.l seen earlier at Léchelle. This 
photo was apparently taken when 
Richthofen visited the aerodrome of 
Flieger-Abteilung (A) 227. 


160. Ltn. Hans Weiss, a Jasta 11 
Kettenftihrer (Flight leader) generally 
credited with 18 confirmed claims, has 
long been reported to have flown an 
all-white Drl In this photo his Dr.l 545/ 
17 had a white rear fuselage and tail, 
the colour evidently extending up the 
fuselage decking to just aft of the 
cockpit. In common with some other 
Kette and Staffel leaders in JG |, 
Weiss also applied his personal colour 
to the upper surface of the top wing; 
all this resulted in a basically white 
appearance when seen from above. 
Once again, the wheel covers, cowling 
and struts on this aircraft were 
certainly red. The effectiveness of this 
personal colour display (chosen, of 
course, because ‘weiss’ translates as 
‘white’) can be judged from the 
combat report of Lt. M S Taylor of 
No.209 Squadron, RAF, who shot 
Weiss down on May 2 1918 and 
described the aircraft as a ‘white 
triplane’. (Via H H Wynne/P S Leaman) 
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162. Ltn. Werner Steinhäuser with 
his colourful Drl 564/17 in late April at 
Cappy. The crosses in all visible 
locations were identical in form to 
those of Wenzl’s triplane. The lattice 
design on the dark fuselage band was 
Steinhauser’s personal insignia. The 
colours are thought to have been red 
and golden yellow, those being the 
colours of his former regiment: Feld- 
Artillerie Rgt. Nr.61. These same 
colours were repeated as stripes on 
the tailplane, a common Jasta 11 form 
of identification; however, their precise 
layout is difficult to determine. After 
achieving ten victories, Steinhäuser 
fell on June 26, at the controls of a 
Fokker D.VII. 


163. Jasta 11 probably received its 
first Fokker D.VII biplanes in mid-May. 
Undoubtedly the most famous 
example of a D.VII from this unit is 
Vzfw. Willy Gabriel’s 286/18. Indeed, 
its colour scheme has become almost 
a cliché among modellers and artists, 
but it remains one of the few well- 
documented Jasta 11 D.VIls known to 
this author. Herr Gabriel described its 
colours to Alex Imrie and other 
historians over 30 years ago and 
numerous photos record its 
appearance. A Fokker-built machine of 
the first production batch, its fuselage 
left the factory in the typical streaked 
olive-brown finish while the wings 
bore four-colour printed fabric. At the 
time this photo was taken the cabane 
and interplane struts, as well as the 
nose, were red; while the 
undercarriage struts and wheel covers 
were still in factory finish at this stage, 
they were later painted in the unit’s 
colour as well. Gabriel followed a 
typical Staffel practice in painting the 
tail in personal colours, in this case 
orange and light sky blue stripes. 
Later lengthwise orange stripes were 
added to the sides and top of the 
fuselage. 


164. Vzfw. Gabriel in characteristic 
pose behind his D.VII. This view e 

provides details of the chevron-striped 

tail, the application of the streaked 

olive-brown camouflage, and the style SZ 
of exhaust exit on the starboard 
engine cowling. The metal cowling 
panels on this early production Fokker 
lacked the louvres and access doors 
seen on later examples. On July 18 
Gabriel used a BMW-powered D.VII 
(not this aircraft) to good advantage, 
achieving four victories to bring his 
total to eleven. However, his ‘lone 
hunter’ tactics on that day were in 
direct defiance of the strict formation 
flying rules imposed by the new 
commander of JG |, Ob/t. Goring. His 
flagrant disregard for discipline 
earned Gabriel a posting to an 
Armeeflugpark for the duration. 


60 


Sandini Sammlung 


166. The celebrated red-nosed D.Vils 

of Jasta 11 lined up on Beugneux 
A airfie(d in July 18. It is highly likely that 
all these fighters bore the unit’s prized 
colour on their wheel covers and all 
struts as well. Gabriel’s 286/18 is at 
the far left. Several of these aircraft 
appear to have been marked with 
coloured or striped rear fuselages and 
tails, but precise details are difficult to 
discern. The third D.VII from the left 
was marked with a vertical band 
ahead of the cross and two-colour 
horizontal stripes on the fuselage 
below the tailplane (visible on the 
original), and the fourth aircraft clearly 
had a white tail. D.VII F 294/18, in 
which Göring claimed his 22nd victory 
on July 18, was probably similar to 
these — his combat report described it 
as having a, ‘red forward fuselage, with 
yellow tail’. 


167. An evocative scene of five D.VII 
fighters of Jasta 11 being prepared for 
takeoff from Beugneux. At far left is 
Vzfw. Gabriel (above the ‘X’) next to his 
D.VII 286/18 which appears in its final 


165. Gabriel's mechanics, with Uffz. ultimate configuration, roughly decor with orange stripes on the 
Schwickert in the centre, in front of matching the form of the fuselage fuselage. Donning his flying suit by the 
286/18 in its later guise. The aircraft crosses. The D.VII at left bore a vertical second Fokker is Obit. Erich Rüdiger 
now bore lengthwise orange stripes dark band; its serial is obscured by a von Wedel, who would later command 
on the fuselage sides and decking. blemish on the original print, but it the Staffel and survive the war with 11 
The wing crosses were alteredtotheir may have been 272/18. credited claims. 
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168. The sad wreckage of the Fokker 
D.VII in which Ltn. Steinhäuser died, 
on June 26 1918. It is apparent that 
Steinhäuser continued the use of the 
red and golden yellow colours of his 
old regiment on the tail of this D.VII. as 
were seen on his previous Dr.l — see 
colour plate on page 56. The light blue 
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underside of the fuselage indicates 
that this was an early production 
Fokker-built D.VII, with streaked 
camouflage on the sides and top of 
the fuselage. 


170. Obit. Göring ina closer look at 
his red and white D.VII. The aircraft 
was equipped with a telescopic sight 
and sheet metal baffles on the 
coaming in front of the cockpit, the 
latter designed to deflect empty 

169. A poor-quality but important cartridge cases away from the pilot’s 
photo of Ob/t. Hermann Géring, final vi70 
Kommandeur of Jagdgeschwader 
Freiherr von Richthofen Nr.1, and one 
of his D.VII fighters. Contrary to 
previously published captions, this 
was not D.VII F 294/18, with a red nose 
and yellow rear fuselage. It was in fact 
D.VII F 4253/18 (Werk Nr. 2954) with 
BMW engine number 1288; alert 
readers will quickly pick up the fact 
that this was the same aircraft used by 
Ernst Udet to score his final two 
victories (September 26) and 
described as having a red fuselage. 
Obviously, Göring flew this aircraft 
either before or after Udet did, in 
different markings. During Goring’s 
use the struts, wheel covers and 
fuselage ahead of the cockpit were 
undoubtedly red. The rest of the 
fuselage aft of the cockpit certainly 
was white, a colour Goring used as his 
personal identification on at least four 
aircraft he flew in Jasta 27. 
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field of vision and reduce their 
distraction. Additionally the rim of the 
cockpit on this side was evidently cut 
down, probably for easier entry. Many 
readers will be familiar with motion 
picture footage of Göring seated in 
this aircraft, removing his flying togs. 
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171. Hermann Göring in the cockpit 
of his red and white BMW-powered 
D.VII. This view gives a closer look at Fig. 12. Obit. Hermann Göring’s all-white D.VII as illustrated below. D.VII 
the cut-down cockpit side and a F5125/18 was in all likelihood painted at the factory since the weights 


handle or grip attached to the table, serial numbers and wing handling areas are present. 
adjacent coaming. 


172. The final D.VII used by Goring 
did not bear the colours of Jasta 11 or 
any of the other component units of JG 
|. Fokker D.VII F 5125/18 was instead 
finished all over in G6ring’s personal 
white. This BMW-powered D.VII was 
tested and accepted on September 11 
1918 and probably did not reach the 
Front until a week or two later. The 
immaculate finish and precisely- 
applied serial and weights table 
stencilling may suggest that this 
aircraft was painted in this way at the 
factory; Göring and Anthony Fokker 
knew each other quite well. Again, the 
cockpit rim appears to be cut down, 
and a handle is even affixed just ahead 
of it. An earlier hip wound and the 
arthritis Göring periodically suffered 
from may have been the reasons for 
these modifications. 
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173. Wearing the strengthened and 
modified Heinecke parachute harness, 
Göring holds the Geschwader-Stock, a 
symbol of authority passed down from 
the previous JG | commanders 
Richthofen and Reinhard. 
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174. As noted previously 
Jasta 4 marked the fuselage 
longerons with coloured 
‘borders’, usually in black 
and white. Fokker D.VII F 
4330/18 is thought to have 
been one of these aircraft, 
but in this case the dark- 
coloured border does not 
appear to have been black 
although this may be due to 
the thin nature of the paint. 
The location is thought to be 
Metz-Frescaty airfield, 
occupied by the unit in early 
October 1918. 


175. Nine Fokker triplanes 
of Jasta 11 on the field at 
Awoingt; the aircraft of the 
Geschwader had all been 
moved to this location by 
March 20 1918 in 
preparation for the great 
offensive which would start 
the following day. A variety 
of personal markings is in 
evidence on the triplane 
fuselages between the 
national insignia and the 
cockpits. Under close 
examination it can also be 
noted that at least three 
aircraft in this group bore 
striped tailplanes and 
elevators as well. On the far 
left are Albatros and Pfalz 
fighters of Jasta 4, 
identified by the unit’s spiral 
band insignia. (Via PS 
Leaman) 
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COLOUR NOTATIONS 


RECOMMENDED METHUEN/FS 595 REFS 


DARK GREEN 
RED BROWN 
PALE BLUE 
PALE GREY 
LILAC (MAUVE) 


CHROME YELLOW 


OLIVE BROWN 
TURQUOISE 
RED 


Albatros/Plolz up 
Albatros 


Albatros lower surto 


upper su 


Metal panels, struts, etc 
Albatros/Pfalz upper surface colour 
Jasta 10 colour-wide variations 
Del/early D.VII upper surfaces 


Del/early DN under surfaces 


+ || colour-wide variations 


Note: These colours o 


Hered as re 


Publishers’ note 

For the convenience of modellers, 
Methuen colour references have been 
quoted and can be found in the 
Methuen Handbook of Colour by 


aes 
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DE6/FS34089 @ 30E8/FS34151 
6F7/FS10059 lapprox) © 6E8. 
24B4/FS 15526 (approx) 
ICi/1D1 — No direct FS match 


531090 [approx] 


18D6/FS37144 — closest but slightly too red, 


4A8/FS23538 
26F3/FS 14064 fapprox) 
25C5/FS2424 (approx) 
9AR/FS12199 


A Kornerup and J H Wanscher 


published by Methuen and Co., 


while FS595B colour cards are 


Ltd., 


available in the UK from H G Hannant 


Ltd., Lowestoft, Suffolk. 
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“DETAILS OF LOZENGE CAMOUFLAGE PATTERNS. 


d — Repeat TOP SURFACE Methuen ret Munsell ref _| | Methven ret Munsell ret 
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If you enjoyed this book, we have further titles on German WWI aviation for your 
library. There are lavish SPECIALS covering the ALBATROS D.I-D.V FIGHTERS and 
the FOKKER TRIPLANE (as well as Allied subjects) and DATAFILES on the FOKKER 
D.VII and D.VIII plus many more on fighters, two-seaters and bombers. Also there’s 
our well-respected bimonthly journal WINDSOCK International. Send SAE or 4 IRCs 
for full list of over 36 available titles to Albatros Productions Ltd., 10 Long View, 
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REAR COVER 

Heading illustration is von 
Richthofen’s well-known red 
triplane 425/17, the finish of 
which still engenders 
controversy. The painting 
shows the machine in one of 
its earliest guises, red 
overall with white outlined 
Eiserne Kreuz insignia in 
eight positions and the thin 
red paint barely covering 
the black serial — see page 
57. 


Profiles 

Top, Pfalz DI 1730/17 
flown by Vzfw. Hecht of 
Jasta 10. Overall Silbergrau 
with yellow unit markings, 
black fuselage stripes (a 
third appeared on the upper 
port wing) and deep green 
tail unit. The original rudder 
is in store at the RAF 
Museums storage facility at 
Cardington and traces of the 
original green paint match 
Methuen 26F7/F8 — see 
page 34. 


Centre, Fokker D.VII F4253/ 
18 (w/n 2954) was at one 
time flown by Ernst Udet, it 
was also flown by Obit. 
Hermann Goring who had 
his ‘personal’ white 
colouration applied to the 
rear fuselage — see page 
62. 


Foot, Siemens Schuckert 
D.III, serial unknown, flown 
by Ltn. Ernst Udet, Jasta 4, 
1918. This machine was 
overpainted in red and 
marked with the inevitable 
‘LO!’ on the fuselage. The 
wings were left in the 
standard four-colour printed 
fabric — see page 15. 
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von Richthofen'’s 
Blying Circus 


he very title of this book 
conjures up the image of 
Germany's legendary air ace in 
his bright red Albatros or 
Fokker triplane leading a 
formation of equally colourful 
aeroplanes over the muddy, 
war-torn battlefields of the 
Western Front during ‘The 
Great War’. 
Jagdgeschwader Nr.1 was 
Germany’s first Fighter Wing 
comprising four squadrons: 
Jastas 4, 6, 10 and 11, whose 
pilots under their revered 
commander von Richthofen 
proved such formidable 
opponents for Allied airmen 
during the latter stages of 
World War One. 
In the first WINDSOCK FABRIC 
SPECIAL, markings specialist 
Greg VanWyngarden provides 
extensive pictorial coverage of 
JGI's fighter aeroplanes in an 
unrivalled, collective reference 
package. Over 178 archive 
photos, a dozen line drawings 
and more than eight pages of 
exciting new colour profiles 
provide scale modellers and 
enthusiasts with a wide 
selection of colour schemes for 
the best known German 
aeroplanes of the 
First World War. 
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